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Welcome to our Pre-Prep Department here at DBS. We are thrilled that we can be part of the
most exciting and influential time in your child’s life and want to thank you for choosing DBS
to educate your child. Our Pre-Prep includes the Early Years (2-5 years old) and Years 1 and
2 (6-7 years old). We recognise that the Pre-Prep Department is the beginning of your child’s
school journey and that providing a positive first experience of education enables your child
to develop a life-long love of learning. We regard the responsibility of educating your child a
huge privilege and with our enhanced British Curriculum, we are confident that we promote
academic excellence for all children.
The children here at DBS are happy, engaged and extremely excited about learning and
exploring their environment. We believe our Pre-Prep Department will lay an excellent
foundation for your child’s future education and welcome you whole-heartedly to join our DBS
family.

Mrs Sophie Berry
Head of Pre-Prep
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Building

Relationships
Our small class sizes enable our teachers to really get to know each individual child, supporting and guiding
their unique interests, helping them to develop as individuals and enabling them to reach their full potential.

Creative

Confident
Happy
Independent
Risk takers
Empathetic
Communicators
Curious
Resilient
Engaged

Our Pre-Prep staff have an in-depth understanding and respect for children and an excellent working
knowledge of the British and Foundation Stage Curriculum. They are caring, warm and empathetic and create
a happy, nurturing and inspiring setting where your child can thrive. We pride ourselves on building excellent
relationships with parents and truly value this partnership and sharing in the exciting journey your child is on.
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Our curriculum is broad and balanced, meeting the

EY1 (aged 3-4)

physical, social, emotional and cognitive needs for
this stage of their development. Our classrooms are

The transition from Mini Dragons to EY1 begins

carefully planned to stimulate and motivate our

whilst the children are still in Mini Dragons, meeting

youngest learners with the very best, world-class

the teachers and with regular visits to the main

resources, enabling children to maximise their

school facilities including the library, the theatre

potential.

and EY classrooms. During the children’s time in EY1,
we continue to follow their interests and fascinations
through

a

play-based

curriculum,

laying

the

foundations for future learning.
Specialist teaching is introduced to the children
including weekly swimming lessons, music lessons,
Mandarin and Thai language lessons and PE.

Mini Dragons (aged 2-3)
Our Mini Dragons welcomes children from 2 years
old where they follow an exciting play-based
curriculum in a purpose-built setting. The learning
space is bright and welcoming, and contains excellent
resources for exploration and challenge. Our teachers
and learning assistants have an excellent working
knowledge of how children learn at this young age,
ensuring that all their developmental needs are met.
In Mini Dragons, we ignite children’s curiosity and
enthusiasm for learning. Our children have ample
opportunities

to

experience

a

rich

language

environment and to develop their confidence and
skills in speaking and listening.
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EY2 (aged 4-5)
In EY2 the children take their next steps in learning
to read and write. Phonics continues but at a quicker
pace now and children quickly develop the skills to
read words and sentences. Reading books are brought
home providing wonderful opportunities for you to
share in your child’s learning and writing becomes
so much more independent. Daily Maths activities
enhance skills such as problem solving, using shapes
and measure and developing children’s spatial
awareness, all of which are essential life skills.

Teaching and Learning in Year 1 and 2 (aged 5-7)
We ensure a smooth transition from the Early Years
into Year 1 and 2 and continue to build on the strong
foundations laid. We encourage independent thought
and critical thinking through a blended approach
to learning where the children continue to access
continuous provision alongside more formal, teacher led
lessons.
In Year 1 and 2 we teach the English National
Curriculum which we enhance using the Cambridge
Primary Curriculum. Our teachers work collaboratively
to create bespoke lessons and activities that enhance
the children’s learning journey and ensure continuity and
progression. We follow the Talk for Writing framework,
a whole school approach, which teaches children how to
become storytellers and establishes the building blocks
of language.
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Well-Being
We believe that happy children learn best, therefore a strong focus on well-being goes hand in hand with the
rigour of our academic programme. A strong focus on well-being is at the core of everything we do. We teach
our children to be honest, responsible, resilient, respectful, kind, and a leader - these qualities are displayed
on our Well-Being Wheel in every classroom. Pre-Prep learners come together for weekly assemblies where
we can celebrate achievements, establish our well-being focus for the week, and reinforce our core values.

Pastoral Care

and Safeguarding
In the Pre-Prep we place an emphasis on ensuring the happiness and well-being of every pupil. Students
are nurtured to become independent and resilient individuals who are fully prepared for their next stage
of learning. We encourage good manners, respect and courtesy towards others and provide excellent pastoral
care enabling our pupils to make positive relationships and to be motivated to rise to the challenges of each
new stage in their school life. All children are supported through Pastoral and Safeguarding Care by passionate
and committed staff who work to the best practice of the UK Department of Education, the Ministry of
Education in Thailand, and the International Task Force on Child Protection.
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Leadership
In Pre-Prep we develop leadership skills through the roles of Student Council, Eco-Warriors, and Playground
Leaders. The Student Council works with our featured charities through fundraisers and events. Eco-Warriors
consider ways that we can be more eco-friendly and propose green initiatives to the Senior Management
Team and Board. Playground Leaders act as positive role models on the playground. They always demonstrate
excellent behaviour and ensure that no one is left out. They also work with the teachers to choose fun games
and equipment to enjoy on the playground.

Co-Curricular
All of our Pre-Prep learners have access to a wide variety of Co-Curricular activities and support the children
in discovering their passions and skills outside the classrooms. Activities include cooking, coding, STEAM,
Mandarin, singing, Art and Yoga and are available each day after school from Year 1.

The House System
The Pre-Prep offers our young learners an introduction into the house system. Being part of a house provides
children with a strong sense of belonging and has the added benefit of bringing all ages of the school
community together. House competitions throughout the year create a sense of fun and great excitement as
children compete against each other providing excellent opportunities for participation and sportsmanship.
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