
1



2

CONTENTS

WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 3

MISSION, VISION AND VALUES 3

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL 5

PASTORAL CARE AND WELLBEING 6

CO-CURRICULAR AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
(CCA & ECAS) 9

THE A LEVEL PROGRAMME AT DBS 11
Art and Design (CIE - 9479) 12
Biology (Edexcel - XBI11 and YBI11) 14
Business (Edexcel - XBS11 and YBS11) 16
Chemistry (Edexcel - XCH11 and YCH11) 18
Economics (Edexcel - XEC11 and YEC11) 21
Geography (Edexcel - XGE01 and YGE01) 23
Mandarin (CIE - 8681 and 9715) 24
Mathematics (Edexcel - XMA01 and YMA01) 27
Further Mathematics (Edexcel - XFM01 and YFM01) 29
Music (Edexcel - 9MU0) 30
Physics (Edexcel XPH11 and YPH11) 33
Psychology (XPS01 and YPS01) 36

CHOOSING A-LEVEL SUBJECTS 39

CAREER GUIDANCE IN SIXTH FORM 41
Applying for University 41
Other External Assessments and Requirements 42

KEY CONTACTS 43



3

WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to DBS, a school providing an
outstanding British independent school
education and drawing on over 40 years of
experience from the Denla group. We have a
motto, ‘Always to greater things’, something our
students take to heart and apply on a daily basis
with the support of outstanding teachers.

Our vision is simple: to nurture and develop great
global leaders. At DBS we have an emphasis on
the development of knowledge, values and skills.
We o�er a stimulating knowledge-rich curriculum
which gives students an opportunity to
experience the best of what has been thought and
said across a wide range of domains. In tandem,
we develop clear strong values and the

foundations of deep knowledge and strong values lead to the development of both domain speci�c
and transferable skills.

This is an exciting time to join DBS with signi�cant investment in a new Senior School building
along with a specialist building for the arts. Our facilities for both academics and extracurricular
activities will rival the very best schools in the region.

The curriculum we o�er at A Level lays a strong foundation in 3 to 4 subjects and are the gold
standard quali�cation accepted by universities globally. In addition we support students with
preparation for wider university entrance requirements for universities globally. Whilst we are a
new school, we have recruited teachers with a wealth of experience in the British curriculum with
an outstanding track record of getting students to top universities globally.

If you believe that students can achieve extraordinary things when their teachers believe in them,
when they develop an outstanding work ethic and develop and learn to apply deep knowledge then
this is the school for you. I hope this booklet excites you and gives you a clear �avour of what we
o�er. I hope you join us on this journey as we build for the best.

Jonny Liddell

Principal
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MISSION, VISION AND VALUES

VISION

To nurture and develop great global leaders.

MOTTO: ‘SEMPER AD MAIORA’ (ALWAYS TO GREATER THINGS)

The DBS motto ‘Always to Greater Things’ re�ects the DBS commitment to continuous
improvement, observed by the whole community; students, sta� and parents.

MISSION

To help every DBS student develop the knowledge, values and skills required to thrive as great
global leaders in the 21st century.

THE DBS WAY

The DBS way is how we realise our mission and describes how we are unique as a school. It is
based on �ve pillars which together ensure that our students develop the knowledge, values and
skills to thrive as great global leaders in the 21st century.

THE FIVE DBS PILLARS

1 An Enhanced British Curriculum
2 Academic Excellence for All
3 Entrepreneurship and Creative Thinking
4 Thai Values in a Global Context
5 Wellbeing and Sustainability

KNOWLEDGE

At DBS, in every subject, students will learn the best of what has been thought and said and
learn to make links between di�erent disciplines.

VALUES

The DBS community lives by the following values: humility, generosity, courage, integrity and
empathy.

SKILLS

DBS students will develop 5 key skills: con�dence, curiosity, creativity, commitment and
communication.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the
Sixth Form and the �nal phase of secondary
education. As the �nal phase, it is a very
important and exciting time, one that requires
students to invest signi�cant thought and research
to make the very best decisions for themselves.

I am delighted to say that DBS has a real unique
selling point in being able to o�er bespoke
support to each and every student at our school.
Every person has a di�erent journey, di�erent
targets, di�erent interests and di�erent strengths
and it is our role to provide guidance and also the
opportunities to explore them. DBS has a wealth
of resources, facilities and expertise to support this

process and our real strength lies in our teachers’ knowledge of the students and our ability to
design a tailored made Sixth Form experience to suit various needs.

This requires students to re�ect on their educational experience and ensure that they are choosing
the right subjects. There are two distinct approaches to this. The �rst group of students know what
they want to be and therefore can select subjects that enable that choice. The second group of
students have no idea what their future holds and this can be stressful. Both groups know, though,
what subjects they enjoy and hold their interest. It is these subjects I would urge students to choose.
A-Levels are a big commitment but this does not need to feel like a burden. Choosing subjects they
love with the support of a complementary CCA programme will mean that every student will have
a positive experience and, if they follow their interests, students will �nd themselves doing a job or
studying a course they will thrive and be happy and successful in.

Our mission as a Sixth Form is to support and guide this process; we will be here in full support. I
look forward to starting this process and for you to meet the superb Sixth Form team.

Richard Downs

Head of Senior School
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PASTORAL CARE AND WELLBEING

Senior House Tutors (SHT)
The SHT will play a crucial role in the pastoral care of the students in their vertical House Tutor
group. This will involve ensuring the students’ academic, co-curricular, personal and social
development. He or she will act as the �rst link between the students, parents and teaching sta�
within the school framework. Regular contact with students provides the bedrock upon which
academic support and pastoral care can be built.

The SHT must subscribe fully to the core values of DBS, and understand how academic study,
pastoral care and co-curricular activities contribute equally within it. He or she has a responsibility
to maintain the DBS ethos by developing a caring, working relationship with each individual
student in the tutor group. This will enable the students to have a sense of identity and belonging
and to feel that they are valued both as an individual, and as a part of the group.

DBS House System
At DBS, all Senior students, sta� and parents belong to one of four great Houses; Balmoral
(Yellow), Buckingham (Blue), Sandringham (Green) and Windsor (Red). The House names re�ect
the heritage and traditions of the British Royal family.

The House System is a traditional feature of many schools, which originated in the UK, fostering
camaraderie, collaboration, and leadership. House systems are used to promote a healthy
competitive spirit amongst students, sta� and parents. It makes every student feel an integral part
of the school, with each student contributing to the House ethos. The House system is an excellent
method to bring out the hidden talent in students and give them an opportunity to try new things.
The feeling of being a part of a House involves great pride and honour that remains with students
their entire life.
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Students at DBS participate in numerous sporting, musical, academic and team-building House
events throughout the year. All students have the opportunity to gain House Points for
commitment to all areas of school life. All House Points gained go towards the ultimate accolade of
winning the annual House Point Shield. In sport, all achievements go towards winning the coveted
House Sports Shield.

House Events include House Football, House Basketball, House Tug of War, House Swim Gala’s,
House Sports Days, House Debate, House E-Comps, House STEM week, House Charity events,
House DBS Got Talent, House Computing challenge and many, many more.

Wellbeing and the Counselling Service
The Senior School has a strong pastoral structure in place, from the Vice-Principal Pastoral and
Wellbeing Lead, to the House and Form Tutors, to the class teachers. All are aware of their roles
and responsibilities in the school and the importance of student safeguarding and wellbeing.

There is a strong emphasis on wellbeing and mindfulness at the school, which is communicated to
teachers, students and parents on a regular basis. Wellbeing in�uences the agendas of many
meetings, and there is a Pastoral Leadership Group whose remit includes discussion of concerns
over individual students and student groups. Our Wellbeing programme is highly personalised to
speci�c year groups and is adapted frequently to meet any new challenges ie. Covid.

At DBS, we employ a British trained Counsellor who specialises in integrative methods such as
Person Centred and Cognitive Behavioural Therapies. She has developed her practice within both
Junior and Senior Schools in England for 6 years, before working in Beijing, China.

The social and emotional aspects to our student’s everyday experiences are crucial to enhance great
learning, therefore we are keen to ensure that a ‘team around the learner’ approach is maintained
and that every sta� member and student have the opportunity to access professional Counselling
support at all times

2021-22 will prove to be an exciting time for DBS and our Wellbeing curriculum, as we will be
revealing innovative and thoughtful methods of how we wish to best support all of our
community.

Senior Student Leadership
At DBS we invest heavily in our students’ all-round development and potential. We believe that our
students are not only active learners but can also be dynamic and e�ective leaders. At DBS we are
very proud to o�er many di�erent leadership opportunities, across many di�erent age ranges.

We o�er leadership roles because it gives our students an opportunity to develop their leadership
skills; by organising and carrying out school activities and projects that positively contribute to the
spirit and ethos of DBS.
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A student leader is any student who takes on the responsibility of spreading knowledge and
guidance through inspiration, enthusiasm, and hard work. A student leader at DBS strives to
change the world by starting within their own school community.

Social Responsibility and Charity
At DBS, we are all privileged to work and learn in a caring and secure environment. Others are not
so fortunate. All Senior students are taught, and experience, the importance of social responsibility
and charity. Giving something back to the community is a vital part of a holistic education, and
students are encouraged to be respectful, thoughtful, empathetic, kind and generous.

At DBS, we make links with charities, and that relationship is a feature of our high-pro�le event
days, such as Denla Cares.
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CO-CURRICULAR AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
(CCA & ECAS)

CCAs
DBS has built up a well-deserved reputation for the variety of clubs and activities it o�ers its
students. Clubs are available before school, at lunchtime, during Co-Curricular time and after
school. We have many new and varied CCAs that we hope students will �nd interesting,
challenging and enjoyable. All CCAs will take place daily from 3.50pm to 4.50pm for Senior
students and will be run by DBS teachers. All CCAs are provided at no extra cost to students and
parents. Some of the CCAs are compulsory for some students (this means that the students have
been purposely and speci�cally chosen to attend that particular CCA). Alongside these CCAs, we
also o�er all Prep/Senior students the opportunity to complete Homework, wider research or
coursework studies as part of our provision.

CCA Sport
The DBS sport programme aims to provide an enjoyable, satisfying and balanced programme, with
opportunities for all students to develop physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively. The PE
curriculum o�ers a comprehensive range of experiences to meet the needs of individual students
and encourage active involvement by all as performers, observers and o�cials. The curriculum is
supported by opportunities to train for and compete in inter-school �xtures in a variety of sports.

The development of con�dence, tolerance and the appreciation of one’s own and others’ strengths
and weaknesses, along with learning to cope with success and failure in competitive and cooperative
physical activities, are considered to be an important part of the learning process. Sport at DBS
aims to provide for progression, challenge and a sense of achievement.

CCA Music
The Music Department at DBS plays a crucial part in each student’s development in their academic
career. Our curriculum o�ers students opportunities to express themselves in a respectful, sharing
environment, while creative and sharing-based approaches in our teaching allow students to
develop in con�dence when making and sharing music. Within DBS are a wide range of platforms
for students to showcase and demonstrate their musical talent and ability to friends, parents and
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the wider community. These include formal and informal recitals, large-scale musical productions,
lunchtime concerts and community outreach performances.

ECAs
The DBS ECA Centre is part of DBS Denla British School, which o�ers a variety of courses for
each child including music, sports, art, games, and other extracurricular activities. Our courses are
both available in online and o�ine format and also in private and group classes. Our ECA teachers
are specialists and professional coaches that are experts in their teaching subjects and are well
trained with high teaching standards.
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THE A LEVEL PROGRAMME AT DBS

The Advanced Levels, or A Levels, are recognised as the gold standard in pre-University education
in international schools worldwide. The course follows on from the IGCSEs (Y10-Y11), but the
subjects are studied at a much greater depth, expertly preparing the students for university study. In
terms of recognition, the A Levels are accepted by universities in Thailand, the UK, USA,
Singapore, Australia and the rest of the world.

Unlike the IGCSEs, where students will take around 8 subjects, at A Level the students will usually
take 3-4 subjects. This is due to the far greater depth of the A Level programme, and it enables our
students to focus on those key subjects of interest to them and which also support them on their
academic pathway to university.

The A Level is in fact broken down into two parts. In Y12, the students will start on the AS
(Advanced Subsidiary) course for each of their chosen subjects. The assessment for subjects will
entail a series of examinations taken throughout the year, with most falling at the end of Y12. On
successful completion, the students will be awarded a grade and certi�cate for the subjects taken.
From Y13, the students will continue their studies for another year, sitting examinations
throughout the year, which will convert their AS grade into a full A Level. Some students who took
4 subjects in Y12 (AS), may opt to only continue with 3 subjects in Y13. These students would end
Y13 with 3 A Levels and 1 AS.

Universities around the world tend to expect 3 A Levels for entry onto their o�ered courses.
Although there are pass grades at A Level, A* - E, university courses that are in higher demand will
tend to expect grades C and above. The most popular universities and/or courses will expect the
highest grades. For example, medical schools in the UK will require AAA for entry and highly
selective universities such as Cambridge and Oxford will ask for at least AAA for all of their
courses.

Students wishing to study in North America (Canada / USA) will �nd that strong A Level grades
can result in su�cient credits to skip one full year of study.
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Art and Design (CIE - 9479)

Who is this course suitable for?

The Cambridge International A Level Art and Design syllabus considers expression and
communication. Learners gain an understanding of visual perception and aesthetic experience,
and the ways in which art and design creates a language of its own. Most of the work for this
syllabus is practical or studio based, so that learners can develop their abilities of observation and
analysis of the visual world, sensitivity, skill, personal expression and imagination. They also learn
how to relate their skills to an enhanced knowledge of their own cultures, past and present, as
well as an appreciation of practical design problems.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course??

This course provides opportunities for learners to develop their personal practice, enrich their
understanding of key concepts and improve their practical skills in a wide range of traditional
and contemporary techniques. It allows learners to explore and build on their interests. The
syllabus encourages independent expression and the development of a critical, re�ective practice.
It is designed to accommodate a wide range of abilities, materials and resources, and allows the
di�erent skills of teachers to be fully exploited.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students must have studied an IGCSE in Art and Design or an equivalent, for example, the MYP
Arts programme.

Course overview

Fine art Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following:
• painting • drawing • sculpture • photography • print making • mixed media • experimental –
assemblage/construction.

Graphic communication Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following:
• illustration • print making • packaging design • branding • advertising • signage • typography.

Three-dimensional design Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following:
• sculpture, ceramics • product design • interior and exterior architecture • interior design •
environmental design • set design • jewellery and fashion accessories.

Textiles and fashion Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the following:
• fashion design and/or illustration • costume design • constructed textiles • screen printing •
batik • digital-printed textiles • surface pattern.
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Assessment overview

Year 12:

Coursework 100 marks. Candidates research, develop and realise a project from one area of study
in the syllabus content.
There are two parts to the coursework: – a portfolio and – a �nal outcome.

Externally Set Assignment 15 hours 100 marks. Candidates choose one starting point to develop
into a personal response.
There are two parts to the assignment: – supporting studies, created during the preparation
period and – a �nal outcome, produced during a supervised test of 15 hours’ total duration.

Year 13:

Personal Investigation 100 marks. Candidates investigate a theme, idea, concept or process that is
personal to them.
There are two parts to the investigation: – practical work and – written analysis (1000–1500
words).
The practical work and written analysis must form an integrated submission.
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Biology (Edexcel - XBI11 and YBI11)

Who is this course suitable for?

Biology is the study of life from the molecules which make up our cells to the interactions we
�nd within ecosystems. Any students who have an interest in understanding how life developed,
the processes taking place in the human body and the impacts humans have on the world around
us will enjoy this course. Biology is an experimental subject and students will spend a
considerable amount of time planning and carrying out practical investigations as well as
analysing data to draw conclusions. This course is, therefore, well suited to students who have a
logical approach to solving problems.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course??

Careers in areas such as healthcare, wellness and resource management follow directly from
studying Biology. However, this is also a wonderful subject for any students looking to maintain
a breadth of study at A Level and develop analytical skills which will bene�t any career pathway.
A particular highlight of the Biology course is how students learn to communicate complex
biological information clearly. This allows students to spot misinformation and make informed
and scienti�cally based decisions in their personal and professional lives. Students also gain an
appreciation of the global nature of scienti�c discovery and will explore topics such as public
health and sustainability which arm them with the knowledge to grow into positive global
citizens and leaders.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Biology must have completed the GCSE/IGCSE Biology
or GCSE/IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course and achieved a grade C or above. Students
studying alternative curricula will also be considered.

Course overview

AS (Year 12) topics include:
- Biological molecules
- Diet and health
- Transport systems
- Genetics and Inheritance
- Cell Biology
- Developmental Biology
- Biodiversity and Conservation

A2 (Year 13) topics include
- Energy �ow in Ecosystems
- Microbiology and Forensics
- Immunity and Disease
- Respiration
- The Muscular System
- Coordination and Response
- Gene Technology
In both years of the course practical and data
handling skills will be developed throughout
each unit.
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Assessment overview

Each year students are assessed using three examination papers. Two are 1 hour 30 minute
written exam papers focussing on a subset of topics. Questions come in various formats from
multiple choice, to calculations and extended writing. The third is a 1 hour 20 minute written
exam focussing on practical skills. It assesses students’ understanding of experimental procedures
and techniques developed over the year.
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Business (Edexcel - XBS11 and YBS11)

Who is this course suitable for?

Business is an engaging and dynamic course which looks at how businesses work internally, and
how they react to changes in society and around the world. Students learn a range of skills in
marketing, �nance, business strategy and global business.

It is well-suited for students who can write well, have an interest in the world of business and
entrepreneurship, and possess good numerical skills.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

We start the course by learning about how entrepreneurs create ideas, market their products and
manage people. The initial emphasis is small businesses and is useful for those with such
ambitions in mind. We then extend our learning to cover �nance, resource management, and
how the wider economy and society impacts on business.

As we progress through the course, we look at business strategy for medium and large businesses,
how businesses expand into global markets and the importance of competitiveness. We study
change management in an increasingly uncertain world.

The skills students will pick up are: they will be more aware of what is going on in the world
around them and what impact it will have. They will also be able to look at data and use words,
numbers and diagrams to both provide evidence for certain arguments. Students will also
develop their critical thinking skills. In this way, they will be able to form an informed opinion
from a balanced and logically constructed argument.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

IGCSE Business is strongly recommended due to the nature of A-Levels, building on topics and
the modular assessment schedule.
Students with a high degree of study skills will be able to start A-Level Economics with no prior
knowledge.
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Course overview

AS Units (Year 12)
Unit 1 looks at people within businesses, e.g. leadership, management and motivation. In
addition, it looks at the importance of marketing, e.g. branding and pricing strategies.

Unit 2 looks at the �nancial and management accounting elements within Businesses. This
involves �nancial planning, resource management and sources of �nance.

A2 Units (Year 13)
Unit 3 looks at Business strategy, e.g. how to make decisions and how to assess how competitive
a business is. This links in with its coverage of how to grow businesses as well as managing
change.

Unit 4 looks at Business Studies in a global context, e.g. the impact of growing economies and
cultural di�erences. The course concludes by looking at the impact that Multinational
Companies have on countries and the ethics behind controlling them.

Assessment overview

Unit 1 Assessment: January of Year 12. 2 hour examination.
Unit 2 Assessment: May/June of Year 12. 2 hour examination.
Unit 3 Assessment: January of Year 13. 2 hour examination.
Unit 4 Assessment: May/June of Year 13. 2 hour examination.

All examinations contain a mixture of short answer questions and essay questions. The
backdown of the marks awarded is roughly 45% for knowledge and application and 55% for
analysis and evaluation.
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Chemistry (Edexcel - XCH11 and YCH11)

Who is this course suitable for?

Studying A Level Chemistry will start you on your journey of better understanding the physical
universe. What was studied at IGCSE level only gives you a glimpse of the wonders to be learnt
on the A Level course. Studying Chemistry will also support your understanding of elements of
A Level Biology and Physics, with the science behind certain phenomena being explained.
In terms of study beyond A Levels, Chemistry is essential for those students wishing to study
medicine and related �elds at university. Students wishing to take one or more of Biology, Physics
and Mathematics will �nd that these subjects will complement Chemistry, with many of the
skills crossing over between the di�erent courses.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Studying A Level Chemistry will help you to learn how to be objective, analytical, methodical,
process and, in turn, solve problems. You can apply these skills outside the classroom, and
studying Chemistry can help you to understand current events including news about the
petroleum industry, give you a greater appreciation of environmental issues, and a better
understanding of health and product scares and more.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Chemistry must have completed the GCSE/IGCSE
Chemistry or GCSE/IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course and achieved a grade C or above.
Students studying alternative curricula will also be considered.

Course overview

AS Chemistry (Year 12)
Unit 1: Structure, Bonding and Introduction to Organic Chemistry
Formulae, Equations and Amount of Substance, Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table,
Bonding and Structure, Introductory Organic Chemistry and Alkanes, Alkenes

Unit 2: Energetics, Group Chemistry, Halogenoalkanes and Alcohols Energetics
Intermolecular Forces, Redox Chemistry and Groups 1, 2 and 7, Introduction to Kinetics and
Equilibria, Organic Chemistry: Alcohols, Halogenoalkanes and Spectra

Unit 3: Practical Skills in Chemistry I
Students are expected to develop experimental skills, and a knowledge and understanding of
experimental techniques, by carrying out a range of practical experiments and investigations
while they study Units 1 and 2.
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AL Chemistry (Year 13)
Unit 4: Rates, Equilibria and Further Organic Chemistry
Kinetics, Entropy and Energetics, Chemical Equilibria, Acid-base Equilibria, Organic
Chemistry: Carbonyls, Carboxylic Acids and Chirality

Unit 5: Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry
Redox Equilibria, Transition Metals and their Chemistry, Organic Chemistry: Arenes, Organic
Nitrogen Compounds: Amines, Amides, Amino Acids and Proteins, Organic Synthesis

Unit 6: Practical Skills in Chemistry II
This unit will assess students’ knowledge and understanding of the experimental procedures and
techniques that were developed in Units 4 and 5.

Assessment overview

Students completing A Level Chemistry must sit one external exam per unit studied, and the
exams are sat at the end of the academic year, in May/June. Therefore, all students at the end of
Y12 must sit three exams, units 1-3 and students completing the A Level course must sit three
further exams for Units 4-6.

AS Chemistry (Year 12)
Unit 1: Structure, Bonding and Introduction to Organic Chemistry (1h 30m)
Unit 2: Energetics, Group Chemistry, Halogenoalkanes and Alcohols (1h 30m)
Unit 3: Practical Skills in Chemistry I (1h 20m)

AL Chemistry (Year 13)
Unit 4: Rates, Equilibria and Further Organic Chemistry (1h 45m)
Unit 5: Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry (1h 45m)
Unit 6: Practical Skills in Chemistry II (1h 20m)
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Economics (Edexcel - XEC11 and YEC11)

Who is this course suitable for?

Economics is about choice and the impact of our choices, how and why resources are allocated to
production and how this impacts others. It relates to every aspect of our lives, from the decisions
we make as individuals or families to the structures created by governments and �rms. The
economic way of thinking can help us make better choices.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Economists play a critical role in a variety of industries. By studying Economics students will
learn how to analyse and problem solve a large range of economic issues, e.g. poverty. In addition,
students will develop the skills of looking at historical trends in order to predict future societal
and �nancial outcomes. They will also develop the use of high-level critical thinking and
communication skills to help others understand how resources can be allocated to maximize
e�ciency. They also will become well versed in interpreting information from numbers,
diagrams and words.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

It is strongly recommended that students have previously studied IGCSE Business Studies or
Economics.
Students with a high degree of study skills will be able to start A-Level Economics with no prior
knowledge.

Course overview

AS Units (Year 12)

Unit 1. This unit gives students an introduction to the nature of economics and examines how
the price mechanism allocates resources in local, national and global markets. Students will learn
to apply supply and demand analysis to real-world situations, and will be able to suggest reasons
for consumer behaviour. This will involve looking at how consumers act in a rational way to
maximise utility and how �rms maximise pro�t but also why consumers may not behave
rationally. Students will analyse the nature and causes of market failure and understand the
strengths and weaknesses of possible policy remedies.
Unit 2. This unit introduces the key measures of economic performance and the main objectives
and instruments of economic policy in an international context. Students will learn how to use a
basic AD/AS model to analyse changes in real output and the price level. Students will look at
when demand and/or supply side policies may be appropriate ways of improving an economy’s
performance; consider these policies in an historical context; predict the possible impact of such
policies and recognise the assumptions involved. Students should understand di�erent
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approaches that may be used by policy makers to address macroeconomic problems and to
identify criteria for success.

A2 Units (Year 13)
Unit 3. This unit develops the content of Unit 1 and examines how pricing and the nature of
competition between �rms is a�ected by the number and size of market participants. At the end
of this unit, students should be able to analyse and evaluate the pricing and output decisions of
�rms in di�erent contexts, and understand the role of competition in business decision making.
They should also be capable of making an appraisal of government intervention aimed at
promoting competitive markets.

Unit 4. This unit develops the knowledge and skills gained in Unit 2. The application, analysis
and evaluation of economic models is required, as well as an ability to assess policies that might
be used to deal with economic problems. An awareness of trends and developments in the global
economy over the last 40 years, including contemporary issues, is required. Wider reading and
research will enable students to use up-to-date and relevant examples in their analysis and
evaluation of issues and developments in the global economy.

Assessment overview

Formal Examination at the end of Year 12 and Year 13 through four exam papers.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 can be taken throughout Year 12 (January and June).
Paper 3 and Paper 4 can be taken throughout Year 13 (January and June).
Paper 1 (Unit 1): 1 hour 45 minutes.
Section A: Six multiple-choice questions (6 marks).
Section B: Five short-answer questions (20 marks).
Section C: A �ve-part question, based on data provided in a source booklet (34 marks).
Section D: One 20-mark essay question from a choice of two (20 marks).
Paper 2 (Unit 2): 1 hour 45 minutes
Section A: Six multiple-choice questions (6 marks).
Section B: Five short-answer questions (20 marks).
Section C: A �ve-part question, based on data provided in a source booklet (34 marks).
Section D: One 20-mark essay question from a choice of two (20 marks)
Paper 3 (Unit 3): 2 hours
Section A: Six multiple-choice questions (6 marks).
Section B: A �ve-part question, based on data provided in a source booklet (34 marks).
Section C: Two 20-mark essay questions from a choice of three (40 marks).
Paper 4 (Unit 4): 2 hours
Section A: Six multiple-choice questions (6 marks).
Section B: A �ve-part question, based on data provided in a source booklet (34 marks).
Section C: Two 20-mark essay questions from a choice of three (40 marks).
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Geography (Edexcel - XGE01 and YGE01)

Who is this course suitable for?

Geography is a social science where we examine human and natural systems and the ways that
they interact. Rooted in scienti�c methods of enquiry A level Geography compliments the skills
learned in the Natural Sciences while incorporating the skills of evidence analysis and discussion
used in the production of essays.
Geography is an excellent choice for those keen to understand the forces that in�uence the
behaviour of individuals, societies and nations.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Geography students learn to gather, synthesise and analyse real world data and present their
�ndings in various forms. The ability to assess real situations against theories, making reasoned
conclusions and predictions, prepares students for degrees in the Social and Natural Sciences and
for careers in Geology, Environmental Science and the Law. Geography is considered a facilitating
subject by UK universities, providing students with the skills necessary to pursue a range of
academic pathways.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Pupils keen to study Geography at A Level should have studied Geography at IGCSE though
good grades in English and the Sciences could be used as a substitute. The main quali�cation is
an enquiring mind and a strong work ethic.

Course overview

In Year 12 pupils will study hazards such as earthquakes and volcanoes in “The World at Risk”
and the process of globalisation in “Going Global”. Pupils will also study the interaction between
human and physical in�uences in “Crowded Coasts” and the development of urban areas,
including our own, in “Urban Problems, Planning and Regeneration”.
In Year 13 students will study the atmosphere, biodiversity, energy security and the superpowers
before following a course on geographical research.

Assessment overview

Geography in the sixth form can be pursued as either an AS Level of A Level (A2), with two AS
Level examinations taken at the end of Year 12 and either converted to a quali�cation at that
point or contributing to the �nal A Level grade. Two A2 examinations complete the
quali�cation at the end of Year 13.

The course will contain compulsory urban and physical Geography �eldwork trips.
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Mandarin (CIE - 8681 and 9715)

Who is this course suitable for?

The Pearson Edexcel AS/A Level in Chinese will inspire learners and give them skills for life,
enabling them to use language independently and encouraging a deeper understanding of the
integration between language and culture of the Chinese-speaking world. A variety of themes
will cater for a range of student interests, and this quali�cation will support students who see
languages as a skill to enhance career or travel prospects, as well as those who want to continue to
study languages at a higher level.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

The course allows students to develop control of the language system to convey meaning, using
spoken and written skills, including an extended range of vocabulary, for both practical and
intellectual purposes as increasingly con�dent, accurate and independent users of the language.

This quali�cation o�ers a suitable progression route to A Level Chinese and to further study at
university level. In addition, the study of one language at IGCSE can facilitate and help promote
the learning of other languages. The quali�cation may also add to an individual’s employability
pro�le, particularly for UK organisations trading overseas as well as with international companies
based in the UK and globally. Students can progress to a wide range of careers in areas such as
journalism and media, education, science, medicine, the civil service, sales, marketing, retail, and
charities.

They will develop transferable skills that support study of other AS/A Level subjects, higher
education study, and the transition to employment, together with an understanding and
appreciation of Chinese-speaking countries and their cultures.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students who would bene�t most from studying this quali�cation are likely to have a Level 2
quali�cation such as a GCSE/IGCSE in Chinese.
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Course overview

AS course overview

Theme 1 is set in the context of the Chinese-speaking world. This theme covers social issues and
trends.

Changes in contemporary Chinese society:

● Family (family structure and the generation gap; family planning; ageing population)
● Education and work (school life and student issues; work opportunities; work-life

balance)

Theme 2 is set in the context of Chinese-speaking countries and/or communities. This theme
covers artistic culture (through traditions and cultural activities).

Chinese culture:

● Traditions ((Spring Festival; Dragon Boat Festival; Mid-autumn Festival; Qing Ming
Festivals) and customs)

● Cultural activities (�lms; television; music; reading in relation to Chinese culture)

A Level course overview

Theme 3 is set in the context of the Chinese-speaking world. This theme covers social issues and
trends.

Evolving Chinese society:

● Communications and technology (Internet and social media)
● Economy and environment (economic developments; environmental protection)

Theme 4 is set in the context of China only. This theme covers political culture.

The impact of reform and opening up in 1978 on China:

● Reform (rich-poor gap; super-cities; urban migration)
● China-United Kingdom relations (trade; cultural exchanges; educational exchanges)

Literary works
Prescribed list of works

● Characterisation
● Structure
● Stylistic features
● Concepts and issues

Films
Prescribed list of �lms
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● Characterisation
● Structure
● Contexts
● Techniques

Students must study two discrete Chinese works: either two literary texts, or one literary text and
one �lm. The works must be taken from the list of Prescribed literary texts and �lms. The literary
texts listed include novels and short stories. All of the �lms are feature length. The content of the
translation will be a passage based on one of the four themes.

Independent research (A Level only)
Must be linked to the social and cultural context of the Chinese- speaking world

Assessment overview

AS Level

Paper 1 Listening, reading
and translation

Themes 1 and 2 1 hour 45 minutes 40%

Paper 2 Written response to
works and translation

Literary work or �lm 1 hour 40 minutes 30%

Paper 3 Speaking (internally
conducted and
externally assessed)

Themes 1 and 2 27–30 minutes,
including 15 minutes’
preparation time

30%

A Level

Paper 1 Listening, reading
and translation

Themes 1, 2, 3 and 4 2 hours 40%

Paper 2 Written response to
works and translation

Literary work or �lm 2 hours 40 minutes 30%

Paper 3 Speaking (internally
conducted and
externally assessed)

Independent
research, plus Themes
1, 2, 3 and 4

21–23 minutes,
including 5 minutes’
preparation time

30%
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Mathematics (Edexcel - XMA01 and YMA01)

Who is this course suitable for?

This course is suitable for people who enjoy solving problems and who are analytically minded.
You need an enthusiasm for problem-solving, a willingness to try a variety of approaches and the
tenacity to keep going in the hunt for possible solutions to awkward problems. Then you need to
be disciplined in showing how you arrived at the problem's answer.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Mathematics is a highly respected A Level and supports progression to a wide range of degree
courses and careers. All science-based degrees require good maths skills, and so too do
Engineering and many Computing, Business Economics-based and Social Science degrees. You
will learn how to model real-life situations in mathematical terms, how models are re�ned and
how to identify limitations within this process.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

A Level Mathematics is recommended for students who achieve a good pass in IGCSE Maths
and it would be advantageous to have a good understanding of physics, however, the most
important prerequisites are a desire to learn and the motivation to work hard. You will be
expected to use technology where appropriate; for example, the use of spreadsheets and graphical
calculators to support statistical analysis. In addition, strong skills in algebraic manipulation are
vital.

Course overview

A- Level Mathematics gives you the opportunity to study topics such as geometry, calculus and
trigonometry (pure mathematics) and to use these ideas within the 'applied' topics such as
mechanics and statistics. Mechanics is strongly linked to physics and builds on ideas of motion
and forces to work out how and why objects move. Statistics allows us to make sense of the
complex and variable world around us via analytical methods in order to draw reliable
conclusions from 'sets' of information.

Assessment overview

A Level Mathematics is a modular course with module options in Pure Maths, Mechanics,
Statistics and Decision Maths. Each module is assessed by an examination which is 90 mins long,
75 marks and is equally weighted.

Three modules are required for the award of an Advanced Subsidiary (AS) in Mathematics. Six
modules are required for the award of an A Level in Mathematics. AS Mathematics consists of
two compulsory pure maths exams. A Level Mathematics consists of four compulsory pure
mathematics exams.
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Quali�cation Compulsory units Optional units

International Advanced Level
in Mathematics

P1, P2, P3, P4 M1 and S1 or
M1 and D1 or
M1 and M2 or
S1 and D1 or
S1 and S2
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Further Mathematics (Edexcel - XFM01 and YFM01)

Who is this course suitable for?

If you are considering Further Mathematics, a real enthusiasm and aptitude for mathematics is
essential. Further Maths is for strong mathematicians, who are willing and determined to work
hard.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Further Mathematics is excellent preparation for degrees involving a lot of maths work, such as
Mathematics, Financial Mathematics or Actuarial Sciences and is actually required for some
highly analytical degree courses.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

A grade 9 or 8 at IGCSE would be advisable for students considering taking further mathematics
A Level. Students taking A Level Further Mathematics are expected to be also taking A Level
Mathematics and these subjects will run in parallel.

General course overview (topics) / What will be learnt? (AS/A2 topics)

Further Maths A Level consists of six modules of which there are two compulsory further pure
mathematics modules. The remaining four modules can be made up of a combination of pure,
statistics, mechanics or decision maths. You will receive guidance from your teachers when
making your module choices.

Assessment overview

Each module is assessed by an examination which is 90 minutes long, 75 marks and is equally
weighted.

Quali�cation Compulsory units Optional units

International Advanced Level
in Mathematics

P1, P2, P3, P4 M1 and S1 or M1 and D1 or
M1 and M2 or S1 and D1 or
S1 and S2

International Advanced Level
in Further Mathematics

FP1 and either FP2 or FP3 FP2, FP3, M1, M2, M3, S1,
S2, S3, D1
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Music (Edexcel - 9MU0)

Who is this course suitable for?

The course provides a good foundation for the study of Music in higher or tertiary education. It
is strongly recommended for students intending to take Music, or other music-related subjects at
university, such as Music Production, Composition or Music Business. Equally, students who
choose A Level music can also successfully move on to do non-music related courses at university
as many institutions of higher education accept Music as a sound academic A Level, and as such
is equally suitable for students intending to pursue related careers or further study or as part of a
course of general education.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Music, like other creative arts, provides a host of transferable skills such as data analysis,
teamwork and communication, time management and performance reviews that are immensely
useful when exploring pathways into university and beyond. The development of musical skills
also helps to sharpen memory, especially in regard to musical practice.

More importantly, and contrary to popular belief, Music at A Level can be a rigorous, academic
subject which sets a student up in good stead for tertiary education. It also helps to instil
discipline, as instrumental skills will only progress through independent practice. And, as has
been demonstrated often, music a�ords for positive mental health. Listening to and creating
music can bring about many bene�ts to one’s well-being and provides for much-needed relief
during rigorous academic times.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

The minimum prerequisite for selecting the A Level course is a pass in GCSE Music, although
exceptions can be made by audition. It is strongly recommended that candidates possess at least a
Grade 5 or 6 (ABRSM or equivalent) in their �rst instrument. Students who have not had the
opportunity to study GCSE/IGCSE Music will have their application to study AS Music
carefully considered.

Course overview

Topics of study will mostly be covered under examined content, as opposed to coursework which
the candidate will prepare individually or as a group. Topics are divided generally divided into six
speci�c areas of study, speci�cally:

• Vocal music
• Instrumental music
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• Music for �lm
• Popular Music & Jazz
• Fusions
• New Directions

Each area of study will feature two set works each, with the exception of Popular Music & Jazz
which consists of three set works, bringing together a total of thirteen di�erent set works.

In both AS/A Level courses, content learnt and assessed will be split into three components,
however the AS Level has a reduced requirement for each of the three components. For example,
in the Performing component, the requirement for AS Level is 6 minutes while the A Level
requirement is 8 minutes.

In both AS/A Level courses, Music at A Level will support students in forming personal and
meaningful relationships with music through the development of musical knowledge,
understanding and skills, including performing, composing and appraising.

Students will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music and
musical contexts, develop an understanding of the place of music in di�erent cultures and
contexts, and re�ect on how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.

Assessment overview

Assessment is carried out across all three components of the course, and is externally assessed.
The overview for each component is as follows.

COMPONENT 1 – Performing

Externally assessed, 30% of the quali�cation

- A public performance of one or more pieces, performed as a recital.
- Performance can be playing or singing solo, in an ensemble, improvising, or realising

music using music technology.
- The total performance time across all pieces must be a minimum of eight minutes.

 
COMPONENT 2 – Composing

Externally assessed, 30% of the quali�cation

- Total of two compositions, one to a brief set by Pearson and one either free
composition or also to a brief.

- One composition must be from either a list of briefs related to the areas of study, or a free
composition, carrying 40 marks for this component. This composition must be at least
four minutes in duration.
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- One composition must be from a list of briefs assessing compositional technique,
carrying 20 marks for this component. This composition must be at least one minute in
duration, unless the brief speci�es a longer minimum duration.

- Total time across both submissions must be a maximum of six minutes.

COMPONENT 3 – Appraising

Externally assessed, 40% of the quali�cation (100 marks)

Application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements, contexts and language
through six speci�c areas of study, spread across one written paper of 2 hours 10 minutes, split
into two sections: A and B.

- Section A contains three questions related to the set works, with one short
melody/rhythm completion exercise. Section A comprises of 50 marks.

- Section B contains two essay questions, the �rst is 20 marks and the second is 30 marks.
Section B comprises of 50 marks.

● The �rst essay asks students to draw links from their study of the set works to the
music heard as an unfamiliar extract.

● The second essay gives a choice of four questions that ask students to evaluate the
musical elements, context and language of one set work. Each option will be
from a di�erent area of study.
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Physics (Edexcel XPH11 and YPH11)

Who is this course suitable for?

Physics is a fascinating subject which quite simply, yet incredibly complexly, seeks to explain and
understand the behaviour of our universe and the physical systems in it. Often mind-blowing
and always evolving, it is a �eld of science for those that want to know the how and why. If you
are dedicated to solving problems with a genuine curiosity about the universe we live in, this is
the course for you.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

The course will develop a diverse set of skills opening up many university and career pathways. In
addition to growing a deep subject knowledge, the course will nurture higher order thinking
skills which will produce a critical, analytical and problem solving student. Learners build their
understanding of scienti�c method and the associated toolkit which includes data collection,
data handling and communication of �ndings. These skills prepare students for any science
related degree but also a host of other subject �elds which value learners with integrity, enquiry
and initiative.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Physics must have completed the GCSE/IGCSE Physics or
GCSE/IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course and achieved a grade C or above. Students
studying alternative curricula will also be considered.

Course overview

AS Physics (Year 12)
Unit 1: Mechanics and Materials

- Mechanics: This topic covers rectilinear motion, forces, energy and power. It may be
studied using applications that relate to mechanics such as sports.

- Materials: This topic covers density, �ow of liquids, Hooke’s law, the Young modulus
and elastic strain energy. This topic should be studied using a variety of applications, for
example making and testing food, engineering materials, spare-part surgery for joint
replacement.

Unit 2: Waves and Electricity
- Waves: This topic covers the properties of di�erent types of wave, including standing

waves. Refraction, polarisation and di�raction are also included and the wave/particle
nature of light. This topic should be studied by exploring the applications of waves, for
example applications in medical physics or music.

- Electricity: This topic covers the de�nitions of various electrical quantities, for example
current, potential di�erence and resistance, Ohm’s law and non-ohmic conductors,
potential dividers, e.m.f. and internal resistance of cells and negative temperature
coe�cient thermistors. This topic should be studied using applications such as space
technology.
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Unit 3: Practical Skills in Physics I
- Students are expected to develop experimental skills, and a knowledge and understanding

of experimental techniques, by carrying out a range of practical experiments and
investigations while they study Units 1 and 2.

AL Physics (Year 13)

Unit 4: Further Mechanics, Fields and Particles
- Further Mechanics: This topic covers impulse, conservation of momentum in two

dimensions and circular motion. It can be studied using applications that relate to, for
example, a modern rail transportation system.

- Electric and Magnetic Fields: This topic covers Coulomb’s law, capacitors, magnetic
�ux density and the laws of electromagnetic induction. This topic may be studied using
applications that relate to, for example, communications and display techniques.

- Nuclear and Particle Physics: This topic covers atomic structure, particle accelerators
and the standard quark-lepton model. This topic is the subject of current research,
involving the acceleration and detection of high energy particles.

Unit 5: Thermodynamics, Radiation, Oscillations and Cosmology
- Thermodynamics: This topic covers speci�c heat capacity, speci�c latent heat, internal

energy and the gas equation. This topic may be studied using applications that relate, for
example, to space technology.

- Nuclear Decay: This topic covers radioactive decay. This topic may be studied using
applications that relate to, for example, medical physics and carbon dating.

- Oscillations: This topic covers simple harmonic motion and damping. This topic may
be studied using applications that relate to, for example, the construction of buildings in
earthquake zones.

- Astrophysics and Cosmology: This topic covers gravitational �elds and the physical
interpretation of astronomical observations, the formation and evolution of stars and the
history and future of the universe.

Unit 6: Practical Skills in Physics II

- This unit will assess students’ knowledge and understanding of the experimental
procedures and techniques that were developed in Units 4 and 5.

Assessment overview

Students completing A Level Physics must sit one external exam per unit studied, and the exams
are sat at the end of the academic year, in May/June. Therefore, all students at the end of Y12
must sit three exams, units 1-3 and students completing the A Level course must sit three further
exams for Units 4-6.
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AS Physics (Year 12)
Unit 1: Mechanics and Materials (1h 30m)
Unit 2: Waves and Electricity (1h 30m)
Unit 3: Practical Skills in Physics I (1h 20m)

AL Physics (Year 13)
Unit 4: Further Mechanics, Fields and Particles (1h 45m)
Unit 5: Thermodynamics, Radiation, Oscillations and Cosmology (1h 45m)
Unit 6: Practical Skills in Physics II (1h 20m)
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Psychology (XPS01 and YPS01)

Who is this course suitable for?

Psychology examines the science of human behavior and mental processes. This includes the
study of the mind, the brain, and human and animal social interactions. The course touches on
many di�erent areas of psychology like social, cognitive, abnormal, personality and
developmental. It is a good choice for students who want to work with people and are interested
in understanding human behavior and mental processes. By learning about humans, students
can apply some of the lessons to their own lives and potentially learn about themselves, too.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

The Psychology course is up to date, engaging and relevant to international audience using a
broad base of both famous, traditional and contemporary studies. Students will develop research
methods and carry out practical work by using various techniques in appropriate topics. They
will learn to apply psychological theory to everyday behaviour and to appreciate the variety of
people’s characteristics. In addition, they will learn how to analyse aspects of their own
behaviour in di�erent circumstances

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

There are no prerequisites for the course. The course contains mathematical elements and so
students should be con�dent and competent with numerics.

Course overview

AS Psychology (Year 12)
Unit 1:
Topic A: Social psychology. Students must show an understanding that social psychology is
about aspects of human behaviour that involve the individual’s relationship to other persons,
groups and society, including cultural in�uences on behaviour.

Topic B: Cognitive psychology. Students must show an understanding that cognitive psychology
is about the role of cognition/cognitive processes in human behaviour. Processes include
perception, memory, selective attention, language and problem solving. The cognitive topic area
draws on how information is processed in the brain.

Unit 2:
Topic C: Biological psychology. Students must show an understanding that biological
psychology is about the mechanisms within our body and how they a�ect our behaviour,
focusing on aggression and body rhythms.

Topic D: Learning theories and development. Students must show an understanding that
learning theories are about learning from the environment and the e�ects of conditioning,
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reinforcement, punishment, the role of reward and social learning. Students must also show an
understanding of learning theories as theories of development and psychodynamic ideas and
concepts as di�erent explanations for development, as well as focusing on individual di�erences.

A-Level (Year 13)
Unit 3: Students must study topic E and choose either topic E or F.
Topic E: Developmental psychology Students must show an understanding that developmental
psychology is about the development of the individual from before birth to adolescence and
beyond, in that what we experience as children a�ects us including our later development.

Topic F: Criminological psychology Students must show an understanding that criminological
psychology is about the de�nition and causes of crime and anti-social behaviour, issues around
identi�cation of o�enders, and treatment of o�enders.

Topic G: Health psychology Students must show an understanding that health psychology is
about understanding health from a biological, cognitive and social basis, focusing on stress, and
that health psychology is about promoting good health. There are opportunities for students to
develop mathematical skills throughout the content. Students are required to apply the skills to
relevant psychological contexts.

Assessment overview

Students will take Papers 1 and 2 in Year 12 and Papers 3 and 4 in Year 13.

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes
Section A: Social psychology, totals 26 marks and comprises short-answer questions and one
eight-mark extended open-response question.

Section B: Cognitive psychology, totals 26 marks and comprises short-answer questions and one
eight-mark extended open-response question.

Section C: comprises one 12-mark extended open-response question on either social or cognitive
psychology.

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes
Section A: Biological psychology, totals 34 marks and comprises short-answer questions and one
eight-mark extended open-response question. Section B: Learning theories and development,
totals 34 marks and comprises short answer questions and one eight-mark extended
open-response question. Section C: comprises one 12-mark and one 16-mark extended
open-response question. The 12-mark question covers either biological psychology or learning
theories and development and the 16-mark question covers both biological psychology, and
learning theories and development.
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Paper 3: 1 hour 30 minutes

Section A: Developmental psychology, totals 32 marks and comprises short-answer questions
and two eight-mark extended open-response question. One eight-mark question focuses on
developmental psychology and one eight-mark synoptic question is based on developmental
psychology and issues from units 1 and 2.

Section B: presents candidates with a choice of one from either criminological or health
psychology. Each section totals 32 marks and comprises short-answer questions and two
eight-mark extended open-response questions.

Paper 4: 2 hours

Section A: Clinical psychology, totals 32 marks and comprises short-answer questions.

Section B: Clinical psychology, comprises one 16-mark extended open-response question.

Section C: Psychological skills, totals 20 marks and comprises short-answer questions drawing on
research methods from other topic areas (except topics F and G).

Section D: Psychological skills, comprises one eight-mark extended open-response question
based on the analysis of a key question from other topic areas (except topics F and G).

Section E: Psychological skills, comprises one 20-mark synoptic question based on issues and
debates from other topic areas (except topics F and G).



39

CHOOSING A-LEVEL SUBJECTS

Choosing A Level subjects is critical for students' progression to University as many university
courses require speci�c A Level results. Some students may have a clear University course or career
goal in mind, for example studying medicine or engineering. Certain students that have a clear
pathway should research university course requirements and discuss their choices with their House
Tutor and University Guidance Counsellors. This will enable them to ensure they are studying the
necessary subjects for admission to their course.

However many students may not yet have a clear idea of the exact university course they wish to
study in the future or may only have one or two required subjects and must make a choice for their
others. For these students, we would encourage them to keep their options open and make A Level
choices which will give them a range of University options in the future so they have the freedom to
pursue any of the interests they will develop during Sixth Form.

Many A Level courses o�ered at DBS are considered facilitating subjects and can support students’
applications to a wide variety of university courses. For example, Maths could help students
become engineers, architects, journalists or business leaders depending on the other subjects they
choose to combine with it.

When making a subject choice, students should consider which subjects they enjoy the most as they
will be committing a lot of time to each A Level subject. In addition, students should be looking to
choose subjects where they have the best chance of achieving high grades. Several A Level subjects
follow on from IGCSE and how students have performed on related IGCSE courses gives a good



40

indication of how they will do at A Level. A Levels provide the foundation for students’ lives
beyond DBS and it is very important they re�ect on their own strengths and use this to inform
their choices, choosing a course based on their friends or teachers is not recommended.

We would strongly encourage students to speak to the relevant Head of Department about their
subjects before selecting the particular for subjects, such as Psychology, which are new to them.
Students should also spend some time looking at University websites to get a feel for the huge range
of undergraduate courses available to them and what A Level requirements those which interest
them the most have.
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CAREER GUIDANCE IN SIXTH FORM

Alongside subject specialists and house tutors, DBS has two university guidance counsellors
specialising in application to Thai and International Universities who will provide speci�c
individual guidance to students on subject combinations, course and university choices. Sta� are
experienced in the various application systems and are here to support students throughout their
time at Sixth Form. They will support students and their families through the application process
providing and notifying information on key deadlines and how students can prepare to make their
application stand out. Counsellors will also work with students within their Wellbeing programme
to help prepare them for the transition to university and independence.

Applying for University

Applying for universities is an exciting time but can also be scary or overwhelming for students as
they look beyond school to their future. At DBS, we aim to equip students with all the information
they need to begin building their applications early to ensure they have the space and support to
present themselves to universities in the best way possible.

The university application process begins in Year 12 when students will explore their university
options and courses together with developing their CV/resume. Students are supported to record
their academic achievements, Cross-Curricular Activities, experience outside of school and further
reading. Students and their families will also be given more information about the �nances and the
potential visa process for students looking to study in Thailand and overseas. Most university
courses in Thailand and overseas will require 3 A Levels as a minimum for students to apply.
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In Term 1 of Year 13, students will begin and prepare their formal applications selecting the
universities and courses they wish to apply to. Deadlines vary depending on the country and
university but most are between October - January of Year 13. Students will need to complete an
application form that includes their personal information and academic history. In addition to the
application form, a personal statement or application letter explaining why they have chosen their
course and why they should be considered a good candidate is required alongside teacher
references. Sometimes further documents or portfolios of work are also required.

Once students submit their applications, Universities will contact them during Term 2 about the
outcome of their application and they may be invited to attend interviews. By the time students sit
their �nal A Level exams in Term 3, they will be aware of which universities they have been
accepted to and what their conditional o�er is so they can really focus on achieving these A Level
grades. When the results are published, DBS will support students with sharing this information
with their universities and will be here to help should any students not meet their o�ers.

Other External Assessments and Requirements

For applications to UK universities, students will need to have an IGCSE in Maths and English,
new Sixth Form students who haven’t sat these examinations will need to sit them during 6th
Form. All students who are not native English speakers will also need to sit an International English
Language Testing System (IELTS) test and will be prepared for this during their time at DBS. For
most University courses, students will need to achieve an IELTS score of 6.5 or above but the
requirement is higher for the top-ranked universities. For applications to Thai universities,students
who are not native English speakers will also need to sit an IELTS test; di�erent courses have
di�erent IELTS score requirements.

In addition some courses at both Thai and international universities may require other external
assessments such as the BioMedical Admission Test (BMAT) for medical courses. Preparation for
IELTS, BMAT and other assessments and portfolio preparation will be supported during students’
time at DBS.
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KEY CONTACTS
Should you require any additional information, then please contact one of our members of sta�
below.

Role Sta� Member Contact email address

Senior Vice-Principal Simon Fowler fowler.s@dbsbangkok.ac.th

Head of Sixth Form Richard Downs downs.r@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (Thailand)

Nicholas Sayers sayers.n@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (International)

Holly Murray murray.h@dbsbangkok.ac.th
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