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WELCOME FROM THE HEADMASTER

Welcome to DBS, a school providing an
outstanding British independent school
education and drawing on over 40 years of
experience from the Denla group. We have a
motto, ‘Always to greater things’, something our
students take to heart and apply on a daily basis
with the support of outstanding teachers.

Our vision is simple: to nurture and develop great
global leaders. At DBS we have an emphasis on
the development of knowledge, values and skills.
We o�er a stimulating knowledge-rich curriculum
which gives students an opportunity to
experience the best of what has been thought and
said across a wide range of domains. In tandem,
we develop clear strong values and the
foundations of deep knowledge and strong values

lead to the development of both domain speci�c and transferable skills.

This is an exciting time to join DBS with signi�cant investment in a new Senior School building
along with a specialist building for the arts. Our facilities for both academics and extracurricular
activities will rival the very best schools in the region.

The curriculum we o�er at IGCSE lays a strong foundation in a wide range of subjects , leading to
A levels, the gold standard quali�cation accepted by universities globally. Whilst we are a young
school we have recruited teachers with a wealth of experience in the British curriculum with an
outstanding track record of getting students to top universities globally.

If you believe that students can achieve extraordinary things when their teachers believe in them,
when they develop an outstanding work ethic and develop and learn to apply deep knowledge then
this is the school for you. I hope this booklet excites you and gives you a clear �avour of what we
o�er. I hope you join us on this journey as we build for the best.

Jonny Liddell

Principal
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MISSION, VISION AND VALUES

VISION

To nurture and develop great global leaders

MOTTO: ‘SEMPER AD MAIORA’ (ALWAYS TO GREATER THINGS)

The DBS motto ‘Always to Greater Things’ re�ects the DBS commitment to continuous
improvement, observed by the whole community; students, sta� and parents.

MISSION

To help every DBS student develop the knowledge, values and skills required to thrive as great
global leaders in the 21st century

THE DBS WAY

The DBS way is how we realise our mission and describes how we are unique as a school. It is
based on �ve pillars which together ensure that our students develop the knowledge, values and
skills to thrive as great global leaders in the 21st century.

THE FIVE DBS PILLARS

1 An Enhanced British Curriculum
2 Academic Excellence for All
3 Entrepreneurship and Creative Thinking
4 Thai Values in a Global Context
5 Wellbeing and Sustainability

KNOWLEDGE

At DBS, in every subject, students will learn the best of what has been thought and said and
learn to make links between di�erent disciplines.

VALUES

The DBS community lives by the following values: humility, generosity, courage, integrity and
empathy.

SKILLS

DBS students will develop 5 key skills: con�dence, curiosity, creativity, commitment and
communication
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you
to Years 9 to 11 - the IGCSE phase. At this
stage of the Secondary School, students
begin the process of narrowing down their
subjects choices and begin the exciting
journey of specialising and building their
expertise based on their interests.

I am delighted to say that DBS has a real
unique selling point in being able to o�er
bespoke support to each and every student
at our school. Every person has a di�erent
journey, di�erent targets, di�erent interests
and di�erent strengths and it is our role to
provide guidance and also the opportunities

to explore them. DBS has a wealth of resources, facilities and expertise to support this process
and our real strength lies in our teachers’ knowledge of the students.

To get this process right, requires students to re�ect on their educational experience and ensure
that they are choosing the right subjects. There are two distinct approaches to this. The �rst
group of students know what they want to be and therefore can select subjects that enable that
choice. The second group of students have no idea what their future holds and this can be
stressful. Both groups know, though, what subjects they enjoy and hold their interest. It is these
subjects I would urge students to choose. IGCSEs are the �rst step of narrowing down their
curriculum and good choices provide strong building blocks to success at A-Levels and life
beyond school.

Choosing subjects they love with the support of a complementary CCA programme and full
engagement with our wellbeing programme will mean that every student will have a positive
experience. Our mission in Year 9 to 11 is to support and guide this process and we will be here
in full support.

I look forward to starting this process and for you to meet the superb teachers and guidance
counsellors that will be encouraging every student on every step of this exciting journey.

Richard Downs

Head of Senior School
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PASTORAL CARE AND WELLBEING

Senior House Tutors (SHT)
The SHT will play a crucial role in the pastoral care of the students in their vertical House Tutor
group. This will involve ensuring the students’ academic, co-curricular, personal and social
development. He or she will act as the �rst link between the students, parents and teaching sta�
within the school framework. Regular contact with students provides the bedrock upon which
academic support and pastoral care can be built.

The SHT must subscribe fully to the core values of DBS, and understand how academic study,
pastoral care and co-curricular activities contribute equally within it. He or she has a responsibility
to maintain the DBS ethos by developing a caring, working relationship with each individual
student in the tutor group. This will enable the students to have a sense of identity and belonging
and to feel that they are valued both as an individual, and as a part of the group.

DBS House System
At DBS, all Senior students, sta� and parents belong to one of four great Houses; Balmoral
(Yellow), Buckingham (Blue), Sandringham (Green) and Windsor (Red). The House names re�ect
the heritage and traditions of the British Royal family.

The House System is a traditional feature of many schools, which originated in the UK, fostering
camaraderie, collaboration, and leadership. House systems are used to promote a healthy
competitive spirit amongst students, sta� and parents. It makes every student feel an integral part
of the school, with each student contributing to the House ethos. The House system is an excellent
method to bring out the hidden talent in students and give them an opportunity to try new things.
The feeling of being a part of a House involves great pride and honour that remains with students
their entire life.
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Students at DBS participate in numerous sporting, musical, academic and team-building House
events throughout the year. All students have the opportunity to gain House Points for
commitment to all areas of school life. All House Points gained go towards the ultimate accolade of
winning the annual House Point Shield. In sport, all achievements go towards winning the coveted
House Sports Shield.

House Events include House Football, House Basketball, House Tug of War, House Swim Gala’s,
House Sports Days, House Debate, House E-Comps, House STEM week, House Charity events,
House DBS Got Talent, House Computing challenge and many, many more.

Wellbeing and the Counselling Service
The Senior School has a strong pastoral structure in place, from the Vice-Principal Pastoral and
Well-Being Lead, to the House and Form Tutors, to the class teachers. All are aware of their roles
and responsibilities in the school and the importance of student safeguarding and wellbeing.

There is a strong emphasis on wellbeing and mindfulness at the school, which is communicated to
teachers, students and parents on a regular basis. Wellbeing in�uences the agendas of many
meetings, and there is a Pastoral Leadership Group whose remit includes discussion of concerns
over individual students and student groups. Our Wellbeing programme is highly personalised to
speci�c year groups and is adapted frequently to meet any new challenges ie. Covid.

At DBS, we employ a British trained Counsellor who specialises in integrative methods such as
Person Centred and Cognitive Behavioural Therapies. She has developed her practice within both
Junior and Senior Schools in England for 6 years, before working in Beijing, China.

The social and emotional aspects to our student’s everyday experiences are crucial to enhance great
learning, therefore we are keen to ensure that a ‘team around the learner’ approach is maintained
and that every sta� member and student have the opportunity to access professional Counselling
support at all times

2021-22 will prove to be an exciting time for DBS and our Wellbeing curriculum, as we will be
revealing innovative and thoughtful methods of how we wish to best support all of our
community.

Senior Student Leadership
At DBS we invest heavily in our students’ all-round development and potential. We believe that our
students are not only active learners but can also be dynamic and e�ective leaders. At DBS we are
very proud to o�er many di�erent leadership opportunities, across many di�erent age ranges.

We o�er leadership roles because it gives our students an opportunity to develop their leadership
skills; by organising and carrying out school activities and projects that positively contribute to the
spirit and ethos of DBS.
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A student leader is any student who takes on the responsibility of spreading knowledge and
guidance through inspiration, enthusiasm, and hard work. A student leader at DBS strives to
change the world by starting within their own school community.

Social Responsibility and Charity
At DBS, we are all privileged to work and learn in a caring and secure environment. Others are not
so fortunate. All Senior students are taught, and experience, the importance of social responsibility
and charity. Giving something back to the community is a vital part of a holistic education, and
students are encouraged to be respectful, thoughtful, empathetic, kind and generous.

At DBS, we make links with charities, and that relationship is a feature of our high-pro�le event
days, such as Denla Cares.
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CO-CURRICULAR AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
(CCA & ECAS)

CCAs
DBS has built up a well-deserved reputation for the variety of clubs and activities it o�ers its
students. Clubs are available before school, at lunchtime, during Co-Curricular time and after
school. We have many new and varied CCAs that we hope students will �nd interesting,
challenging and enjoyable. All CCAs will take place daily from 3.50pm to 4.50pm for Senior
students and will be run by DBS teachers. All CCAs are provided at no extra cost to students and
parents. Some of the CCAs are compulsory for some students (this means that the students have
been purposely and speci�cally chosen to attend that particular CCA). Alongside these CCAs, we
also o�er all Prep/Senior students the opportunity to complete Homework, wider research or
coursework studies as part of our provision.

CCA Sport
The DBS sport programme aims to provide an enjoyable, satisfying and balanced programme, with
opportunities for all students to develop physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively. The PE
curriculum o�ers a comprehensive range of experiences to meet the needs of individual students
and encourage active involvement by all as performers, observers and o�cials. The curriculum is
supported by opportunities to train for and compete in inter-school �xtures in a variety of sports.

The development of con�dence, tolerance and the appreciation of one’s own and others’ strengths
and weaknesses, along with learning to cope with success and failure in competitive and cooperative
physical activities, are considered to be an important part of the learning process. Sport at DBS
aims to provide for progression, challenge and a sense of achievement.

CCA Music
The Music Department at DBS plays a crucial part in each student’s development in their academic
career. Our curriculum o�ers students opportunities to express themselves in a respectful, sharing
environment, while creative and sharing-based approaches in our teaching allow students to
develop in con�dence when making and sharing music. Within DBS are a wide range of platforms
for students to showcase and demonstrate their musical talent and ability to friends, parents and
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the wider community. These include formal and informal recitals, large-scale musical productions,
lunchtime concerts and community outreach performances.

ECAs
The DBS ECA Centre is part of DBS Denla British School, which o�ers a variety of courses for
each child including music, sports, art, games, and other extracurricular activities. Our courses are
both available in online and o�ine format and also in private and group classes. Our ECA teachers
are specialists and professional coaches that are experts in their teaching subjects and are well
trained with high teaching standards.
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IGCSE AT DBS
The International General Certi�cate of Secondary Education, or IGCSE for short, is one of the
most renowned and respected quali�cations students can achieve at age 16. Unlike other courses,
the IGCSEs assess students in a wide range of subjects and not just English, Mathematics and the
Sciences.

The IGCSE course for the majority of students begins at the start of Y10 and will end with the
�nal, external examinations in May/June at the end of Y11. This two year course will allow the
students to study subjects in greater depth than they did in earlier years, and will be assessed in a
variety of ways. There are several exam boards which schools can use for the IGCSEs and at DBS
we are members of Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE) and Pearson Edexcel -
the two most prestigious exam boards available to International Schools. You will see in the subject
section that di�erent subjects will follow either one of these two exam boards, speci�cally chosen by
the school to deliver the best course for the students.

Although there are a variety of ways a student can be assessed, most of the assessments will take the
form of an end of course examination. The exam papers are sent to the school prior to the exam
and are only opened at the start of the exam. The exam will be sat under strict conditions for a set
time. Once completed, the students' exam scripts are sealed and sent directly back to the exam
board’s o�ces in the UK, which are then marked and graded with the grades released
approximately 3 months after the exams have been completed. The school does not get to see the
completed scripts until after the �nal marks have been released.

For some courses, along with the �nal written exam, there are other assessments including
coursework, listening exams and speaking exams. All contribute to the �nal grade achieved by the
student.
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Subjects Taken (Optional Subjects)

When the students start in Y10, they will take a wide range of IGCSE subjects. Of these we have
the compulsory subjects - subjects that all students must take and these are English, Mathematics
and the Sciences.

Alongside these compulsory subjects, the students have the opportunity to choose additional
IGCSE that they wish to take and these are called optional subjects. Currently, the optional
subjects at DBS are as follows:

- Art and Design
- Business
- Computer Science
- Design and Technology
- Drama
- Economics
- Geography
- History
- Mandarin
- Music
- Physical Education

In Term 1 of Year 9, the students will be given an options table from which they can choose their
optional IGCSE subjects. Subjects that are in high demand will appear more than once on the table
to maximise the students’ options.

These subject choices are very important, which is why each student is supported in the ‘options
process’ to ensure that they are taking the right subjects for them.



14

Choosing the Right Subjects

Choosing IGCSE subjects at the end of Year 9 is an important decision as some IGCSE courses are
required for studying a subject further at A Level, the next step in students’ journey towards
University after IGCSE. Some students may have a clear University course or career goal in mind,
for example studying medicine or engineering. These students are encouraged to share their
ambitions with their House Tutor or University Guidance Counsellor to ensure they are picking
the subjects which will be required for the A levels they need to study in Year 12 and 13.

However many students may not yet have a clear idea of the exact university course they wish to
study in the future. For these students, we would encourage them to keep their options open and
make IGCSE choices which will give them a range of A Level options in the future so they have the
freedom to pursue any of the interests they will develop during Senior School.

When making a subject choice, students should consider which subjects they enjoy the most as they
will be committing a lot of time to each IGCSE subject. In addition, students should be looking to
choose subjects where they have the best chance of achieving high grades so should re�ect upon
which subjects they have been most successful in during Year 9. IGCSEs are the �rst set of formal
quali�cations students will sit and it is very important they re�ect on their own strengths and use
this to inform their choices, choosing a course based on their friends or teachers is not
recommended.

We would strongly encourage students to speak to the relevant Head of Department about their
subjects before selecting them particularly for subjects, such as Economics, which are new to them.

Career guidance in the Senior School

Alongside subject specialists and house tutors, DBS has two university guidance counsellors
specialising in application to Thai and International Universities who will provide speci�c
individual guidance to students on subject combinations, course and future university pathways
Sta� are experienced in the various application systems and are here to support students
throughout their time in the Senior School. Counsellors will also work with students within their
Well-being programme to help prepare them for the transition to Sixth Form and the increased
level of independence this brings.

Additional Subjects
Wellbeing, PE, Games
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COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

English - First Language (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE First Language English o�ers candidates the opportunity to respond with
understanding to a rich array of reading texts during the course as a whole. Candidates will use
these texts to inform and inspire their own writing, and write in a range of text types for di�erent
purposes and audiences. Candidates will develop both their speaking and their listening skills,
delivering a presentation, and responding to questions and engaging in conversations.
Candidates are encouraged to become appreciative and critical readers, writers, speakers and
listeners.

Course Outline

Reading
- Demonstrate understanding of written texts, and of the words and phrases within them
- Summarise and use material for a speci�c context
- Develop, analyse and evaluate facts, ideas and opinions
- Demonstrate understanding of how writers achieve their e�ects and in�uence readers
- Select appropriate information for speci�c purposes
- Recognise and respond to linguistic devices, �gurative language and imagery.

As developing writers themselves, candidates should be introduced to a range of writing skills,
including the ability to create and compose texts with a variety of forms and purposes, e.g.
descriptive, narrative, discursive, argumentative and persuasive. This study should include focus
on the following text types: letter, report, article, journal, speech, interview and summary.

Writing
- Express what is thought, felt and imagined
- Organise and convey facts, ideas and opinions e�ectively
- Demonstrate a varied vocabulary appropriate to the context
- Demonstrate an e�ective use of sentence structures
- Demonstrate an understanding of audience, purpose and form
- Demonstrate accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Candidates should explore a range of speaking and listening skills, including the ability to
participate in engaging conversations and to respond spontaneously to questions and prompts.
This study should include focus on presentation skills in employing and organising content, and
language devices, such as irony, tone and emphasis.
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Assessment

Paper Length Weighting Available Marks

Paper 1 - Reading 2 hours 50% of the quali�cation 80

Component 3 - Coursework
portfolio

-- 50% of the quali�cation 80

Component 4 - Speaking and
Listening Test

10-12
minutes

Separately endorsed (does
not contribute to �nal
grade)

40
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English Literature (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- engage with and develop the ability to read, understand and respond to a wide range of

literary texts from around the world
- develop an appreciation of the ways in which writers achieve their literary e�ects
- to develop the skills needed for literary study
- explore, through literature, the cultures of their own and other societies
- �nd enjoyment in reading literature and understand its in�uence on individuals and

societies.

Course Outline

Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose
- The poetry collection from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English

Anthology.
- One modern prose text from the given list of set texts.
- Develop skills to analyse unseen poetry.
- Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be

used to create meanings and e�ects.
- Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.
- Develop comparison skills.
-

Component 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts
- One modern drama text from the given list of set texts.
- One literary heritage text from the given list of set texts (page 8).
- Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be

used to create meaning and e�ect.
- Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.
-

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts
- One modern drama text from the given list of set texts.
- One literary heritage text from the given list of set texts.
- Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors are used

to create meaning and e�ect.
- Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.

Assessment

Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose - Two hour examination
Component 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts - Two pieces of coursework
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English as Second Language (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language o�ers learners the opportunity to develop
practical communication skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Learners will be presented with a variety of stimuli that will build up their skills in reading and
writing. They will learn to select relevant details, understand the di�erence between what is
directly stated and implied, and practise writing for di�erent purposes and audiences. Learners
will listen to a range of spoken material, including talks and conversations, in order to develop
listening skills. Learners will engage in conversations on a variety of topics, and develop their
skills in responding to di�erent situations and audiences with a degree of accuracy and clarity.

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language will enable learners to become independent
users of English, and to be able to use English to communicate e�ectively in a variety of practical
contexts.

Course Outline

Reading
- understand factual information, abstract ideas and arguments from a range of texts, e.g.

lea�ets, articles, blogs and web pages
- identify relevant information and select correct details from a wide range of texts
- identify ideas, opinions and attitudes from a wide range of texts and understand the

connections between them
- understand what is implied but not directly stated, e.g. gist, purpose and intention

Writing
- communicate factual information, abstract ideas and arguments with good expansion
- select and organise relevant information and ideas into coherent paragraphs and use a

range of appropriate linking devices
- respond to a written stimulus and use appropriate register and style/format for the given

purpose and audience, e.g. a summary, an informal email, an article, a report and a review
- produce written texts with a wide range of language structures (i.e. grammatical and

lexical)
- produce written texts that show very good control of punctuation and spelling

Listening
- understand factual information, abstract ideas and arguments from a wide range of

sources, e.g. recorded phone messages, announcements, dialogues, informal
conversations, interviews and formal talks. A variety of voices and accents will be heard
in recordings to re�ect the various

- contexts presented.
- identify relevant information and select correct details from a wide range of sources
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- identify ideas, opinions and attitudes from a wide range of sources and understand the
connections between them

- understand what is implied but not directly stated, e.g. gist, purpose and intention
Speaking

- communicate factual information, abstract ideas and arguments with good expansion
- organise and link ideas with a range of appropriate linking devices
- engage in a conversation on a wide range of topics, e.g. natural environment, arts, science

and global issues
- produce responses with a wide range of language structures (i.e. grammatical and lexical)
- produce responses that show good control of pronunciation and intonation

Assessment

Paper Tier Weighting Length Available Grades

Paper 1 Core 60% 1h 30 minutes C to G

Paper 2 Extended 60% 2 hours A* to G

Paper 3 Core 40% 40 minutes C to G

Paper 4 Extended 40% 50 minutes A* to G
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Mathematics (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques
- acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject or related

areas
- enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and become con�dent

in using mathematics to solve problems
- appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study.

Course Outline

The course is divided into two tiers based on the level of di�culty of the content, but both tiers
include the same topic areas. The tiers are terms ‘Foundation’ and ‘Higher’ and students will be
placed into separate classes depending on the tier being followed. The topics covered are:

- Numbers and the number system
- Equations, formulae and identities
- Sequences, functions and graphs
- Geometry and trigonometry
- Vectors and transformation geometry
- Statistics and probability

Assessment

Both the Foundation and the Higher tiers follow the same assessment structure, the maximum
grade achievable for the Tier will be 5, whereas for Higher it will be 9.

Paper Level Weighting Available Marks Available Grades

Paper 1F Foundation 50% of the
quali�cation

100 5-1 (with 5 being
the highest)

Paper 2F Foundation 50% of the
quali�cation

100 5-1 (with 5 being
the highest)

Paper 1H Higher 50% of the
quali�cation

100 9-1 (with 9 being
the highest)

Paper 2H Higher 50% of the
quali�cation

100 9-1 (with 9 being
the highest)
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Biology (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- learn about unifying patterns and themes in biology and use them in new and changing

situations
- acquire knowledge and understanding of biological facts, terminology, concepts,

principles and practical techniques
- apply the principles and concepts of biology, including those related to the applications

of biology, to di�erent contexts
- evaluate biological information, making judgements on the basis of this information
- appreciate the practical nature of biology, developing experimental and investigative

skills based on correct and safe laboratory techniques
- analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods, drawing conclusions that

are consistent with evidence from experimental activities and suggesting possible
improvements and further investigations

- recognise the importance of accurate experimental work and reporting scienti�c
methods in biology

- select, organise and present relevant information clearly and logically using appropriate
vocabulary, de�nitions and conventions

- develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context
- select and apply appropriate areas of mathematics relevant to biology as set out under

each topic.

Course Outline

This is a single award Biology course and students, on successful completion, will achieve an
IGCSE grade for Biology as a standalone grade.

- The nature and variety of living organisms
- Structures and functions in living organisms
- Reproduction and inheritance
- Ecology and the environment
- Use of biological resources

Assessment

There are two externally examined papers for Biology, both of which cover the topics above. The
di�erence being that Paper 1 covers the core content of the syllabus, while Paper 2 covers the
extended content.
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Paper Level Weighting Available Marks Available Grades

Paper 1B Untiered 61.1% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)

Paper 2B Untiered 38.9% of the
quali�cation

70 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)
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Chemistry (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- learn about unifying patterns and themes in chemistry and use them in new and

changing situations
- acquire knowledge and understanding of chemical facts, terminology, concepts,

principles and practical techniques
- apply the principles and concepts of chemistry, including those related to the

applications of chemistry, to di�erent contexts
- evaluate chemical information, making judgements on the basis of this information
- appreciate the practical nature of chemistry, developing experimental and investigative

skills based on correct and safe laboratory techniques
- analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods, drawing conclusions that

are consistent with evidence from experimental activities and suggesting possible
improvements and further investigations

- recognise the importance of accurate experimental work and reporting scienti�c
methods in chemistry

- select, organise and present relevant information clearly and logically using appropriate
vocabulary, de�nitions and conventions

- develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context.
- select and apply appropriate areas of mathematics relevant to chemistry as set out under

each topic.

Course Outline

This is a single award Chemistry course and students, on successful completion, will achieve an
IGCSE grade for Chemistry as a standalone grade.

- Principles of chemistry
- Inorganic chemistry
- Physical chemistry
- Organic chemistry

Assessment

There are two externally examined papers for Chemistry, both of which cover the topic above.
The di�erence being that Paper 1 covers the core content of the syllabus, while Paper 2 covers the
extended content.
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Paper Level Weighting Available Marks Available Grades

Paper 1C Untiered 61.1% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)

Paper 2C Untiered 38.9% of the
quali�cation

70 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)
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Physics (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- learn about unifying patterns and themes in physics and use them in new and changing

situations
- acquire knowledge and understanding of physical facts, terminology, concepts, principles

and practical techniques
- apply the principles and concepts of physics, including those related to the applications

of physics, to di�erent contexts
- evaluate physical information, making judgements on the basis of this information
- appreciate the practical nature of physics, developing experimental and investigative skills

based on correct and safe laboratory techniques
- analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods, drawing conclusions that

are consistent with evidence from experimental activities and suggesting possible
improvements and further investigations

- recognise the importance of accurate experimental work and reporting scienti�c
methods in physics

- select, organise and present relevant information clearly and logically using appropriate
vocabulary, de�nitions and conventions

- develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context
- select and apply appropriate areas of mathematics relevant to physics as set out under

each topic.

Course Outline

This is a single award Physics course and students, on successful completion, will achieve an
IGCSE grade for Physics as a standalone grade.

- Forces and motion
- Electricity
- Waves
- Energy resources and energy transfers
- Solids, liquids and gases
- Magnetism and electromagnetism
- Radioactivity and particles
- Astrophysics
-

Assessment

There are two externally examined papers for Physics, both of which cover the topic above. The
di�erence being that Paper 1 covers the core content of the syllabus, while Paper 2 covers the
extended content.
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Paper Level Weighting Available
Marks

Available Grades

Paper 1P Untiered 61.1% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the
highest)

Paper 2P Untiered 38.9% of the
quali�cation

70 9-1 (with 9 being the
highest)
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Science (Double Award)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- learn about unifying patterns and themes in science and use them in new and changing

situations
- acquire knowledge and understanding of scienti�c facts, terminology, concepts,

principles and practical techniques
- apply the principles and concepts of science, including those related to the applications

of science, to di�erent contexts
- evaluate scienti�c information, making judgements on the basis of this information
- appreciate the practical nature of science, developing experimental and investigative skills

based on correct and safe laboratory techniques
- analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods, drawing conclusions that

are consistent with evidence from experimental activities and suggesting possible
improvements and further investigations

- recognise the importance of accurate experimental work and reporting scienti�c
methods in science

- select, organise and present relevant information clearly and logically using appropriate
vocabulary, de�nitions and conventions

- develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context
- select and apply appropriate areas of mathematics relevant to science as set out under

each topic

Course Outline

Biology
- The nature and variety of living organisms
- Structures and functions in living organisms
- Reproduction and inheritance
- Ecology and the environment
- Use of biological resources

Chemistry
- Principles of chemistry
- Inorganic chemistry
- Physical chemistry
- Organic chemistry

Physics
- Forces and motion
- Electricity
- Waves
- Energy resources and energy transfers
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- Solids, liquids and gases
- Magnetism and electromagnetism
- Radioactivity and particles
- Astrophysics

Assessment

There are three externally examined papers, one for each subject. These are the same Paper 1
exam papers that students sit in the individual Sciences.

Paper Level Weighting Available Marks Available Grades

Paper 1B Untiered 33.3% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)

Paper 1C Untiered 33.3% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)

Paper 1P Untiered 33.3% of the
quali�cation

110 9-1 (with 9 being the highest)
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Thai Language (CAIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE First Language Thai o�ers candidates the opportunity to respond
knowledgeably to a rich array of reading passages. Candidates will use some of these passages to
inform and inspire their own writing, and write in a range of text types for di�erent audiences.
The passages cover a range of genres and types, including �ction and non-�ction, and may also
include other forms of writing, such as essays, reviews and articles.
Candidates are encouraged to become appreciative and critical readers and writers in Thai.

Course Outline

In preparation for assessment, candidates should engage with a range of genres and types of texts,
including �ction and non-�ction, essays, reviews and articles. This study should include focus on
writers’ use of language and style and the ways in which writers achieve e�ects and in�uence
readers. Candidates should study how in�uence may include facts, ideas, perspectives, opinions
and bias.
As developing writers themselves, candidates should be introduced to a range of skills –
including the ability to compare, summarise and change perspective. They should develop the
skills of summarising within the context of the following text types: letter, report, newspaper
report, magazine article, journal, words of a speech. They should also learn to create a
discursive/argumentative letter or article and a descriptive or narrative composition.

Assessment

Paper Length Weighting Available Marks Available Grades

Paper 1 Reading and
Directed Writing

2 hours 50% of the
quali�cation

50 A* to G

Paper 2 Composition 2 hours 50% of the
quali�cation

50 A* to G
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OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

Art and Design (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- the use of formal elements and visual communication through a variety of approaches
- the use of observational skills to record from sources and communicate ideas
- characteristics of media and materials such as wet and dry, malleable, resistant and digital
- properties of colour and light such as hue, tint, saturation and tone
- the e�ects and creative potential of combining and manipulating di�erent

two-dimensional and three-dimensional materials and media
- the use of digital and/or non-digital applications.
- undertake visual research, using primary and secondary sources, and record observations,

experiences and ideas in appropriate ways. Primary sources must include �rst-hand
experience of original work

- develop and realise ideas and outcomes, exploring and reviewing possible solutions and
modifying work appropriately

- understand and use (appropriately and safely) a range of materials, equipment, processes
and techniques in two- and/or three dimensions, using information and communication
technology, where appropriate

- know and understand a range of work, from contemporary practice, past practice and
di�erent cultures, in order to demonstrate an understanding of continuity and change in
art, craft and design.

Course Outline

Fine art can be de�ned as work developed primarily to communicate aesthetic, intellectual or
purely conceptual ideas and meaning, rather than to serve a practical or commercial function.
For example, work could be the outcome of personal experiences, thoughts and feelings, or
simply observation and records of people, places and things in new and unique ways. Fine art
work will demonstrate an understanding and application of formal elements and creative skills,
including mark-making. Students will use visual communication sensitively and thoughtfully to
document their artistic journey and fully support their
intentions.

- Drawing
- Lens-/light-based media
- Mixed media
- Printing
- Painting
- Sculpture
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Assessment

Component
number title

Weighting Assessment information Available
Marks

Component 1:
Personal Portfolio

50% of the
quali�cation

Internally-set personal portfolio of work
based on centre-devised theme(s),
project(s) or task(s).

72

Component 2:
Externally-set
Assignment

50% of the
quali�cation

Externally-set assignment based on the
same endorsed title as Component 1, to be
marked externally.

72



32

Business (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the study of business
- develop an understanding of business concepts, business terminology, business

objectives and the integrated nature of business activity
- understand how the main types of business are organised, �nanced and operated
- develop and apply knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary business issues

in a wide range of businesses from small enterprises to large multinationals and
businesses operating in local, national and global context

- develop critical-thinking and enquiry skills to distinguish between facts and opinion,
calculating, interpreting and evaluating business data, to help build arguments and make
informed judgements

- develop an understanding of the dynamics of business activity and the related
considerations of ethics and sustainability for global businesses.

Course Outline

Students need to demonstrate speci�ed knowledge and critical understanding of the following
sections:

- Business activity and in�uences on business
- People in business
- Business �nance
- Marketing
- Business operations.

Section 1: introduces the nature and types of business in an economy. Students will be
encouraged to examine the interaction between businesses and the environment in which they
operate.
Sections 2–5: focuses on the main functional areas of business administration, �nance,
marketing and operations.

While the �ve sections of content are listed as discrete topics, it is important for students to
recognise that, because business is dynamic, these �ve areas interrelate.
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Assessment

The �nal assessment involves two papers which are taken at the end of course in Year 11.

Paper Weighting Assessment information Available
Marks

Paper 1: Investigating small
businesses

50% of the
quali�cation

Examination of 1 hour and 30
minutes.

80

Paper 2: Investigating large
businesses

50% of the
quali�cation

Examination of 1 hour and 30
minutes.

80
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Computer Science (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science learners study the principles and practices of computing
and gain con�dence in computational thinking and programming. They learn to program by
writing computer code and they develop their understanding of the main principles of
problem-solving using computers.
Learners apply their understanding to develop computer-based solutions to problems using
algorithms and a high level programming language. They also develop a range of technical skills,
as well as the ability to test e�ectively and to evaluate computing solutions. This quali�cation
helps learners appreciate current and emerging computing technologies and the bene�ts of their
use. They learn to recognise the ethical issues and potential risks when using computers.
Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science is an ideal foundation for further study in Computer
Science. Understanding the principles of Computer Science provides learners with the
underpinning knowledge required for many other subjects in science and engineering, and the
skills learnt can also be used in everyday life.

Course Outline

Section 1 Theory of Computer Science
- Data representation
- Communication and internet technologies
- Hardware and software
- Security
- Ethics

Section 2 Practical Problem-solving and Programming
- Algorithm design and problem-solving
- Programming
- Databases

Assessment

All candidates take two papers.

Component Assessment information Available Marks

Paper 1 Theory Written paper, 1 hour 45 minutes 75

Paper 2 Problem-solving and
Programming

Written paper, 1 hour 45 minutes 50
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Design and Technology (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Design & Technology enables learners to identify, consider and solve
problems through creative thinking, planning and design, and by working with di�erent media,
materials and tools to produce a made product.
Learners gain technical and design awareness and develop skills such as initiative, resourcefulness,
enquiry and ingenuity. They also develop the communication skills central to the design process.
Cambridge IGCSE Design & Technology provides an ideal basis for further study and equips
learners with technical knowledge and practical designing and making skills for the world of
work.
The syllabus is designed to accommodate a wide range of interests, materials and resources, and
allows the di�erent skills of the teaching sta� to be fully exploited.

Course Outline

Common content: Product Design
This Common content provides foundation knowledge and skills for design & technology
which are important to all areas of the subject.

Component 2 Project
Each candidate must complete an individual project. Candidates should produce a folder of
work and a made product. The made product itself is not to be submitted unless it is a
2-dimensional (2D) graphic product. All relevant work should be presented in hard copy as an
A3-size folder.

Specialist option: Resistant Materials
Resistant Materials aims to develop the skills which designers use within the context of materials
and their processing. Candidates need su�cient practical experience so they can get a broad
understanding of materials, processes and technology, in order to become competent in using
resistant materials.

This practical experience should include:
- he general physical and working properties of common construction materials (plastics,

woods and metals) in relation to speci�c designing and making tasks
- simple comparative testing leading to the reasoned selection of materials and processes

for speci�c design and making tasks

Assessment

Candidates take three components: Paper 1 Product Design and Component 2 Project plus one
specialist option, which will be expected to be Resistant Materials.
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Component Weighting Assessment information Available Marks

Paper 1 Product
Design

25% Written/drawing paper, 1
hour 15 minute

50

Component 2 Project 50% School-based assessment,
internally assessed, externally
moderated

100

Paper 3: Resistant
Materials

25% Written paper, externally
assessed, 1 hour

50
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Drama (CIE)

Introduction

Through practical and theoretical study, the Cambridge IGCSE Drama syllabus encourages
students to understand and enjoy drama by:

- developing their performance skills, both individually and in groups
- understanding the role of actor, director and designer in creating a piece of theatre
- considering ways in which ideas and feelings can be communicated to an audience
- discovering the performance possibilities of plays and other dramatic stimuli
- devising dramatic material of their own.

Course Outline

Through practical and theoretical study, learners develop an understanding and enjoyment of
drama, developing group and individual skills and studying ways to communicate ideas and
feelings to an audience.

Candidates work with:
- extended extracts from published plays
- stimuli (short titles, poems, pictures, songs, historical events, stories) for devising

dramatic pieces
- their own choice of dramatic repertoire
- dramatic material of their own devising

Learners develop their individual and group performance skills, the demonstration of which
forms part of the �nal assessment.

Assessment

All candidates take two components.

Component Weighting Assessment information

Paper 1 - Written
examination

40% 2 hours 30 minutes

Component 2 -
Coursework

60% Candidates submit:
• one individual performance based on an extract from a
play
• one group performance based on an extract from a play
• one group performance based on an original devised piece
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Geography (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- apply and build on the fundamental building blocks of geographical knowledge
- actively engage in the process of geographical enquiry to develop as e�ective and

independent learners, and as critical and re�ective thinkers with enquiring minds
- develop their knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the

relevance of these concepts to our changing world
- develop a framework of spatial awareness in which to appreciate the importance of the

location of places and environments at a range of scales
- appreciate that people have di�erent views of, and attitudes to, the world, its

environments and its issues
- acquire, develop and apply practical geographical enquiry skills
- undertake geographical investigations that include both primary and secondary data

collection, presentation and analysis, drawing conclusions, and evaluating the whole
geographical investigation

- develop and apply their learning to the real world through �eldwork
- develop their awareness of global issues and recognise the challenges of moving towards a

sustainable future.

Course Outline

Throughout their course of study, students are required to develop a range of geographical skills,
including quantitative skills. These skills may be assessed across any of the examined papers.
Some geographical skills may only be assessed in speci�c topics. Examples of how these skills
could be used in particular topics are signposted in the detailed content and listed in the
‘Integrated skills’ sections after each topic.

Physical Geography
- River environments
- Coastal environments
- Hazardous environments
- Fieldwork from one of these topics

Human Geography
- Economic activity and energy
- Rural environments
- Urban environments
- Fieldwork from one of these topics
- Global issues (Fragile environments and climate change, Globalisation and migration,

Development and human welfare)
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Assessment

The �nal assessment involves two papers which are taken at the end of course in Year 11.

Paper number
and unit title

Weighting Assessment information Available
Marks

Paper 1: Physical
geography

50% of the
quali�cation

1 hour and 10 minute examination in two
sections and resource booklet.

70

Paper 2: Human
geography

50% of the
quali�cation

1 hour and 45 minute examination in three
sections and resource booklet.

105
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History (Edexcel)

Introduction

The aims and objectives of this quali�cation are to enable students to:
- develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of speci�ed key events, periods

and societies in history; and of the wide diversity of human experience
- engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and

re�ective thinkers
- develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically

and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context
- develop an awareness that di�erent people, events and developments have been accorded

historical signi�cance and how and why di�erent interpretations have been constructed
about them

- organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in di�erent
ways and reach substantiated conclusions.

Course Outline

History consists of two mandatory papers. It is a linear quali�cation and all papers must be taken
at the end of the course of study.

Depth Studies
Students must study at least two depth studies from the following:

1. The French Revolution, c1780–99
2. Development of a nation: uni�cation of Italy, 1848–70
3. Germany: development of dictatorship, 1918–45
4. Colonial rule and the nationalist challenge in India, 1919–47
5. Dictatorship and con�ict in the USSR, 1924–53
6. A world divided: superpower relations, 1943–72
7. A divided union: civil rights in the USA, 1945–74
8. South Africa: from union to the end of apartheid, 1948–94

Investigation and Breadth Studies
Students must study one historical investigation from the following:

A1 The origins and course of the First World War, 1905–18
A2 Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905–24
A3 The USA, 1918–41
A4 The Vietnam Con�ict, 1945–75
A5 East Germany, 1958–90.

Students must study one breadth study in change from the following:
B1 America: from new nation to divided union, 1783–1877
B2 Changes in medicine, c1848–c1948
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B3 Japan in transformation, 1853–1945
B4 China: con�ict, crisis and change, 1900–89
B5 The changing role of international organisations: the league and the UN, 1919–c2011
B6 The changing nature of warfare and international con�ict, 1919–2011
B7 The Middle East: con�ict, crisis and change, 1917–2012.

Assessment

Students are assessed through an examination based on their selected depth studies. Students
answer two questions, one on each of the depth studies they have studied.

Paper number
and unit title

Weighting Assessment information Available Marks

Paper 1: Depth
Studies

50% of the
quali�cation

1 hour and 30 minute examination 60

Paper 2:
Investigation and
Breadth Studies

50% of the
quali�cation

1 hour and 30 minute examination 60
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Mandarin (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Mandarin Chinese encourages learners to develop lifelong skills, including:
- the ability to use a foreign language as a means of practical communication
- insight into the culture and civilisation of countries where the language is spoken
- a positive attitude towards language learning, towards the speakers of other languages,

and towards other cultures and civilisations
- techniques which can be applied to other areas of learning, such as analysis and memory

skills
- a sound foundation for progression to employment or further study.

Course Outline

The subject content is organised around �ve broad Topic areas which provide contexts for the
acquisition of vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. Through the study of these
Topic areas, candidates gain insight into target language countries and communities. The Topic
areas are:

- Everyday activities
- Personal and social life
- The world around us
- The world of work
- The international world.

Assessment

All candidates take four papers.

Component Weighting Assessment information

Paper 1 - Listening 25% approximately 35 minutes

Paper 2 - Reading 25% 1 hour 15 minutes

Paper 3 - Speaking 25% approximately 15 minutes

Paper 4 - Writing 25% 1 hour 15 minutes
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Music (Edexcel)

Introduction

GCSE Music will inspire the next generation of students in forming personal and meaningful
relationships with music through the development of musical knowledge, understanding and
skills. Students will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music,
develop an understanding of the place of music in di�erent cultures and contexts, and re�ect on
how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.

Course Outline

Component 1: Performing
- Solo performing
- Ensemble performing
- Approaches to performing

Component 2: Composing
- Developing musical ideas
- Compositional techniques and strategies
- Ensuring technical control and coherence
- Methods of notating composition scores

Component 3: Appraising
- Musical elements, musical contexts and musical language
- Instrumental Music 1700–1820
- Vocal Music
- Music for Stage and Screen
- Fusions

Assessment

Component 1: Performing
- Students perform for at least four minutes’ combined duration
- Solo performance: this must be of at least one minute in duration, and may comprise one

or more pieces
- Ensemble performance: this must be of at least one minute in duration, and may

comprise one or more pieces
- Each performance will be out of 30 marks.
- Internally marked and externally moderated.

Component 2: Composing
- Students compose two compositions, of at least three minutes’ combined duration
- One composition to a brief set by Pearson, of at least one minute in duration.
- One free composition set by the student, of at least one minute in duration.
- Each composition will be out of 30 marks.
- Internally marked and externally moderated.
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Component 3: Appraising
Section A – Areas of study, dictation, and unfamiliar pieces (68 marks)

- Six questions related to six of the eight set works.
- One short melody/rhythm completion exercise.
- One question on an unfamiliar piece (skeleton score provided) with questions on its

musical elements, musical contexts and musical language
Section B – Extended response comparison between a set work and one unfamiliar piece (12
marks)

- One question that asks students to compare and/or evaluate the musical elements,
musical contexts and musical language of one set work with one unfamiliar piece of
music.

- A CD with the music extracts will be played to all students at the same time and will
repeat the extracts a set number of times.
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Physical Education (CIE)

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education is accepted by universities and employers as proof of
knowledge and understanding of Physical Education. The Cambridge IGCSE Physical
Education syllabus encourages learners to develop:

- knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of relevant physical activities
- an ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities
- an understanding of e�ective and safe performance
- an understanding of the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider

world
- an excellent foundation for advanced study
- an enjoyment of physical activity.

Course Outline

The syllabus provides candidates with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical
aspects of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in physical activity. The
knowledge gained should enable candidates to develop an understanding of e�ective and safe
physical performance.
Candidates will study all of the following topics:

1. Anatomy and physiology
2. Health, �tness and training
3. Skill acquisition and psychology
4. Social, cultural and ethical in�uences

Candidates will also undertake four di�erent physical activities chosen from at least two of the
seven given categories. Physical activities make a signi�cant contribution to syllabus aims and
objectives, serving as a source of material to facilitate learning.

Assessment

All candidates take two compulsory components.

Component Weighting Assessment information

Paper 1 - Theory 50% 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2 - Coursework 50% Candidates undertake four physical activities from at
least two of the seven categories listed



46

BEYOND IGCSEs
On completion of the IGCSEs, the students will prepare for entry into the 6th Form at DBS. At
the start of Y12, the students will embark on the A Level course. Much like the IGCSEs, this is a
two year programme and the students will get to choose the subjects that they wish to study.
Unlike the IGCSEs, the students will only take 3-4 A Level subjects, but these will be at a much
greater depth than what they experience in Y10-Y11.

In Y11, the students will make their A Level subject choices and, as with the IGCSE options, the
students will be supported in making these decisions by both the Pastoral and Academic teams,
including our University Guidance Counsellors.

Work Placement

After the IGCSE examinations have been completed at the end of Y11, we expect our students to
be sent on a work placement. The type of work and industry �eld will depend on both the interests
of the student and on the academic pathway they are taking at DBS. For example, if a student
wishes to become a doctor, then we expect the students to take the appropriate subjects at A Level
and also take their work placement at a hospital or other medical facility. All of the work placement
opportunities at DBS will have been thoroughly checked in advance and the students will receive
school support throughout.
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KEY CONTACTS
Should you require any additional information, then please contact one of our members of sta�
below.

Role Sta� Member Contact email address

Deputy Head Simon Fowler fowler.s@dbsbangkok.ac.th

Head of Senior School Richard Downs downs.r@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (Thailand)

Nicholas Sayers sayers.n@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (International)

Holly Murray murray.h@dbsbangkok.ac.th
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