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WELCOME FROM THE HEADMASTER

Welcome to DBS, a school providing an
outstanding British independent school
education and drawing on over 40 years of
experience from the Denla group. We have a
motto, ‘Always to greater things’, something our
students take to heart and apply on a daily basis
with the support of outstanding teachers.

Our vision is simple: to nurture and develop great
global leaders. At DBS we have an emphasis on
the development of knowledge, values and skills.
We o�er a stimulating knowledge-rich curriculum
which gives students an opportunity to
experience the best of what has been thought and
said across a wide range of domains. In tandem,
we develop clear strong values and the

foundations of deep knowledge and strong values lead to the development of both domain speci�c
and transferable skills.

This is an exciting time to join DBS with signi�cant investment in a new Senior School building
along with a specialist building for the arts. Our facilities for both academics and extracurricular
activities that rival the very best schools in the region.

The curriculum we o�er at A Level lays a strong foundation in 3 to 4 subjects which are the gold
standard quali�cation accepted by universities globally. In addition we support students with
preparation for wider university entrance requirements for universities globally. Whilst we are a
new school, we have recruited teachers with a wealth of experience in the British curriculum with
an outstanding track record of getting students to top universities globally.

If you believe that students can achieve extraordinary things when their teachers believe in them,
when they develop an outstanding work ethic and develop and learn to apply deep knowledge then
this is the school for you. I hope this booklet excites you and gives you a clear �avour of what we
o�er. I hope you join us on this journey as we build for the best.

Jonny Liddell

Principal
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MISSION, VISION AND VALUES

VISION

To nurture and develop great global leaders.

MOTTO: ‘SEMPER AD MAIORA’ (ALWAYS TO GREATER THINGS)

The DBS motto ‘Always to Greater Things’ re�ects the DBS commitment to continuous
improvement, observed by the whole community; students, sta� and parents.

MISSION

To help every DBS student develop the knowledge, values and skills required to thrive as great
global leaders in the 21st century.

THE DBS WAY

The DBS way is how we realise our mission and describes how we are unique as a school. It is
based on �ve pillars which together ensure that our students develop the knowledge, values and
skills to thrive as great global leaders in the 21st century.

THE FIVE DBS PILLARS

1 An Enhanced British Curriculum
2 Academic Excellence for All
3 Entrepreneurship and Creative Thinking
4 Thai Values in a Global Context
5 Wellbeing and Sustainability

KNOWLEDGE

At DBS, in every subject, students will learn the best of what has been thought and said and
learn to make links between di�erent disciplines.

VALUES

The DBS community lives by the following values: humility, generosity, courage, integrity and
empathy.

SKILLS

DBS students will develop 5 key skills: con�dence, curiosity, creativity, commitment and
communication.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the
Sixth Form and the �nal phase of secondary
education. As the �nal phase, it is a very
important and exciting time, one that requires
students to invest signi�cant thought and research
to make the very best decisions for themselves.

I am delighted to say that DBS has a real unique
selling point in being able to o�er bespoke
support to each and every student at our school.
Every person has a di�erent journey, di�erent
targets, di�erent interests and di�erent strengths
and it is our role to provide guidance and also the
opportunities to explore them. DBS has a wealth
of resources, facilities and expertise to support this

process and our real strength lies in our teachers’ knowledge of the students and our ability to
design a tailored made Sixth Form experience to suit various needs.

This requires students to re�ect on their educational experience and ensure that they are choosing
the right subjects. There are two distinct approaches to this. The �rst group of students know what
they want to be and therefore can select subjects that enable that choice. The second group of
students have no idea what their future holds and this can be stressful. Both groups know, though,
what subjects they enjoy and hold their interest. It is these subjects I would urge students to choose.
A-Levels are a big commitment but this does not need to feel like a burden. Choosing subjects they
love with the support of a complementary ASA programme will mean that every student will have
a positive experience and, if they follow their interests, students will �nd themselves doing a job or
studying a course that they will be happy and successful in.

Our mission as a Sixth Form is to support and guide this process; we will be here in full support. I
look forward to starting this process and for you to meet the superb Sixth Form team.

Richard Downs

Head of Senior School
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THE A LEVEL PROGRAMME AT DBS

The Advanced Levels, or A Levels, are recognised as the gold standard in pre-University education
in international schools worldwide. The course follows on from the IGCSEs (Y10-Y11), but the
subjects are studied at a much greater depth, expertly preparing the students for university study. In
terms of recognition, the A Levels are accepted by universities in Thailand, the UK, USA,
Singapore, Australia and the rest of the world.

Unlike the IGCSEs, where students will take around 8 subjects, at A Level the students will usually
take 3-4 subjects. This is due to the far greater depth of the A Level programme, and it enables our
students to focus on those key subjects of interest to them and which also support them on their
academic pathway to university.

The A Level is in fact broken down into two parts. In Y12, the students will start on the AS
(Advanced Subsidiary) course for each of their chosen subjects. The assessment for subjects will
entail a series of examinations taken throughout the year, with most falling at the end of Y12. On
successful completion, the students will be awarded a grade and certi�cate for the subjects taken.
From Y13, the students will continue their studies for another year, sitting examinations
throughout the year, which will convert their AS grade into a full A Level. Some students who took
4 subjects in Y12 (AS), may opt to only continue with 3 subjects in Y13. These students would end
Y13 with 3 A Levels and 1 AS.

Universities around the world tend to expect 3 A Levels for entry onto their o�ered courses.
Although there are pass grades at A Level, A* - E, university courses that are in higher demand will
tend to expect grades C and above. The most popular universities and/or courses will expect the
highest grades. For example, medical schools in the UK will require AAA for entry and highly
selective universities such as Cambridge and Oxford will ask for at least AAA for all of their
courses.

Students wishing to study in North America (Canada / USA) will �nd that strong A Level grades
can result in su�cient credits to skip one full year of study.
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Art and Design (CIE - 9479)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for creative students who enjoy expressing themselves in a variety of
ways and want to gain a greater appreciation of the journey artists take to produce a piece of
work. Art and Design is a very practical subject and so will suit students who enjoy working with
their hands and experimenting with di�erent methods. Careers leading from this A Level could
include graphic design or fashion design. Art and Design could also support many di�erent
pathways as it builds transferable skills such as communication and self-re�ection.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Art and Design encourages independent expression and the development of a critical, re�ective
practice. Most of the work for this course is practical or studio based, so that students can
develop their abilities of observation and analysis of the visual world, sensitivity, skill, personal
expression and imagination. They also learn how to relate their skills to an enhanced knowledge
of their own cultures, past and present, as well as an appreciation of practical design problems.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students must have studied an IGCSE in Art and Design or an equivalent.

Course Overview

This course provides opportunities for students to develop their personal practice, enrich their
understanding of key concepts and improve their practical skills in a wide range of traditional
and contemporary techniques. It allows students to explore and build on their interests in four
di�erent areas: �ne art, graphic communication, 3D design and textiles and fashion. Within these
areas students can choose a variety of options to focus on for example photography, advertising,
interior design and costume design.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will be assessed on their coursework and also a 15 hour assessed assignment.
Each component is worth 50% of their marks. In Year 13 students will be assessed on a personal
investigation developed based on their own interests. This includes practical work and written
analysis.
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Biology (Edexcel YBI11)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who have an interest in understanding how life developed,
the processes taking place in the human body and the impacts humans have on the world around
us. Biology is an experimental subject and students will spend a considerable amount of time
planning and carrying out practical investigations as well as analysing data to draw conclusions.
This course is, therefore, well suited to students who have a logical approach to solving problems.
Careers leading from this A level could include healthcare and environmental management.
Biology could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as
analytical thinking.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Throughout the Biology course students will develop a systems approach to thinking by
considering how di�erent parts of organisms and ecosystems work together. Another particular
highlight of the Biology course is how students learn to communicate complex biological
information clearly. This allows students to spot misinformation and make informed and
scienti�cally based decisions in their personal and professional lives. Students also gain an
appreciation of the global nature of scienti�c discovery and will explore topics such as public
health and sustainability which arm them with the knowledge to grow into positive global
citizens and leaders.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Biology must have completed the IGCSE Biology or
IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course or equivalent and achieved a grade 4 or above.

Course Overview

Biology is the study of life from the molecules which make up our cells to the interactions we
�nd within ecosystems. In Year 12 topics include biological molecules, genetics and biodiversity.
In Year 13 topics include microbiology, immunity and disease and the muscular system. In both
years of the course practical and data handling skills will be developed throughout each unit.

Assessment Overview

Each year students are assessed using three examination papers. Two are written papers which
directly assess students’ understanding of the A level topics. Together these papers are worth 80%
of the �nal mark. Students will also sit a written examination focussing on practical skills. It
assesses students’ understanding of experimental procedures and techniques developed over the
year and is worth 20% of the �nal mark.
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Business (Edexcel YBS11)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who can write well, have an interest in the world of
business and entrepreneurship, and possess good numerical skills. Business is an engaging and
dynamic course which looks at how businesses work internally, and how they react to changes in
society and around the world. Careers leading from this A level could include business
management or business analytics. Business could also support many di�erent pathways as it
builds transferable skills such as creating balanced argument and an awareness of how businesses
operate is relevant to all career areas.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

As students progress through the course they will become more aware of what is going on in the
world around them and what impact it will have. They will also be able to look at data and use
words, numbers and diagrams to provide evidence for certain arguments. Students will also
develop their critical thinking skills. In this way, they will be able to form an informed opinion
from a balanced and logically constructed argument.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Business Studies would be an advantage.

Course Overview

Students will start the course by learning about how entrepreneurs create ideas, market their
products and manage people. The initial emphasis is small businesses and is useful for those with
such ambitions in mind. They will then extend our learning to cover �nance, resource
management, and how the wider economy and society impacts on business. As we progress
through the course students will explore business strategy for medium and large businesses, how
businesses expand into global markets and the importance of competitiveness. Throughout the
course they will study change management in an increasingly uncertain world.

Assessment Overview

In each year students will sit two written examination papers each making up 50% of their marks.
All examinations contain a mixture of short answer questions and essay questions. The
breakdown of the marks awarded is roughly 45% for knowledge and application and 55% for
analysis and evaluation.
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Chemistry (Edexcel YCH11)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who wish to take a journey of better understanding the
physical universe. What was studied at IGCSE level only gives a glimpse of the wonders to be
learnt on the A Level course. Studying Chemistry will also support students’ understanding of
elements of A Level Biology and Physics, with the Science behind certain phenomena being
explained. Careers leading from this A level could include medicine or chemical engineering.
Chemistry could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as
building a logical approach to solving problems.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Studying A Level Chemistry will help students to learn how to be objective, analytical,
methodical, process and, in turn, solve problems. These are all skills which can be applied outside
the classroom. Studying Chemistry can help students to better understand current events, gain a
greater appreciation of environmental issues, and a better understanding of health.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Chemistry must have completed the IGCSE Chemistry or
IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course or equivalent and achieved a grade 4 or above.

Course Overview

Chemistry is the study of atoms and how they interact. In Year 12 topics include atomic
structure, bonding and an introduction to organic chemistry. In Year 13 topics include
energetics, intermolecular forces and an introduction to kinetics and equilibria. In both years of
the course practical and data handling skills will be developed throughout each unit.

Assessment Overview

Each year students are assessed using three examination papers. Two are written papers which
directly assess students’ understanding of the A level topics. Together these papers are worth 80%
of the �nal mark. Students will also sit a written examination focussing on practical skills. It
assesses students’ understanding of experimental procedures and techniques developed over the
year and is worth 20% of the �nal mark.
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Chinese (CIE 9715)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who want to be able to use language independently and
build a deeper understanding of the integration between the language and culture of the
Chinese-speaking world. Careers leading from this A level could include anything in the
Chinese-speaking world such as business or tourism. Chinese could also support many di�erent
pathways as it builds transferable communication skills.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

The course allows students to develop control of the language system to convey meaning, using
both spoken and written skills. Throughout the course students will develop an extended range
of vocabulary, for both practical and intellectual purposes as they grow into increasingly
con�dent, accurate and independent users of the language.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Chinese must have completed the IGCSE Chinese or
equivalent and achieved a grade 4 or above.

Course Overview

In Year 12 students will study two themes. The �rst theme covers social issues and trends in the
Chinese-speaking world including family, education and work. The second theme explores
artistic culture by examining traditions and cultural activities  portrayed in media such as �lm
and music. In Year 13 students will study two more themes. The �rst theme covers evolving
Chinese-speaking society including technology, economy and the environment. For the �nal
themes students will learn about political culture in China including urban migration and trade.
Students will also undertake a research project on their choice of topic linked to the social and
cultural context of the Chinese-speaking world

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will have three assessments on themes 1 and 2. The �rst written paper, worth
40% of their �nal mark, covers listening, reading and translation. The second written paper
covers a written response to literature or �lm as well as translation, and is worth 30% of the �nal
mark. Finally students will also have a speaking assessment worth 30% of their �nal mark.  In Year
13 the structure is the same however students will be assessed on their responses to themes 1,2,3
and 4.



13

Computer Science (Cambridge 9618)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who enjoy taking a logical approach to solving problems.
It is also well suited to students who enjoy using technology to work practically. Careers leading
from this A Level could include game programming and mobile app development. Computer
Science could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as
problem-solving and technology is increasingly involved in every industry.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Throughout this course students will develop their computational thinking skills. They will need
to apply this logic to solving a range of di�erent problems and also think about how to
communicate complex information clearly and concisely.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Computer Science would be an advantage.

Course Overview

During the course students will develop an understanding of the main principles of solving
problems using computers. They will explore the component parts of computer systems and
how they interrelate including software and data hardware. Students will also consider how
technology facilitates di�erent methods of communication including the use of networks and
the internet. The key concepts covered in the course include computational thinking,
programming paradigms, communication, computer architecture and hardware and data
representation and structures.

Assessment Overview

In the �rst year of the course students will sit two written exam papers. Paper 1 assesses theory
fundamentals and is worth 50% of their �nal score. Paper 2 assesses problem-solving and
programming skills with students giving their answers in pseudocode. This paper is also worth
50% of their �nal score. In the second year students will sit another theory fundamentals exam
and also submit evidence of practical program code and their tests on it
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Design and Technology (Cambridge 9705)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students to develop their con�dence in using the design process to
design and manufacture a solution to a design problem or a need for a product or a piece of
furniture. This course is a 3D design course using a range of resistant and non resistant materials
and allows students to experience modelling ideas to scale and seeing ideas develop from 2D to
3D as well as testing and evaluate the success of their ideas. Careers leading from this A Level
could include product design and graphic design. Design Technology could also support many
di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as imagination and creativity.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Throughout this course students will develop critical evaluation skills which they can employ in
a variety of technical, aesthetic, economic, environmental, social and cultural contexts. They will
also build their transferable skills researching and analysing existing products and designers to
make informed choices and well thought out design solutions.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Design Technology would be an advantage.

Course Overview

In Design Technology students will all study core content which follows the design process
including stages such as modelling, materials analysis and product testing and evaluation. They
are then able to develop their specialist areas of interest through coursework projects in the area
of product design, practical technology or graphic products that most interests them.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 Students will sit one written paper and complete one coursework project. The Written
paper will assess students’ knowledge, understanding, product analysis and design and makes up
60% of their �nal mark. The coursework project tasks students to produce a design model in
response to an individual design problem and makes up 40% of their �nal mark. In Year 13
students will sit a further written paper for 30% of their �nal mark and complete another
coursework project for the remaining 70%. The project may be new or build upon the
coursework from Year 12.
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Economics (Edexcel YEC11)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who want to explore the idea of choice and the impact of
our choices, how and why resources are allocated to production and how this impacts others.
Economics relates to every aspect of our lives, from the decisions made as individuals or families
to the structures created by governments and �rms. The economic way of thinking can help us
make better choices. Careers leading from this A level could include investment analyst and
stockbroker. Economics could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable
skills such as critical thinking.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Economists play a critical role in a variety of industries. By studying Economics students will
learn how to analyse and problem solve a large range of economic issues, such as resource
shortages. In addition, students will develop the skills of looking at historical trends in order to
predict future societal and �nancial outcomes. They will also develop the use of high-level critical
thinking and communication skills to help others understand how resources can be allocated to
maximize e�ciency. They also will become well versed in interpreting information from
numbers, diagrams and words.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Business Studies or Economics would be an
advantage.

Course Overview

In Year 12 Unit 1 gives students an introduction to the nature of economics and examines how
the price mechanism allocates resources in local, national and global markets. Unit 2 introduces
the key measures of economic performance and the main objectives and instruments of
economic policy in an international context. In Year 13 Unit 3 develops the content of Unit 1
and examines how pricing and the nature of competition between �rms is a�ected by the
number and size of market participants. Unit 4 continues to explore economic policy by building
on Unit 2.

Assessment Overview

In each year two written examination papers will be sat based on the units of study covered. Each
examination will be a mixture of multiple choice, short-answer, data analysis and essay questions.
Each examination paper is worth 50% of the �nal mark.
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English Language (Cambridge 9093)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who wish to build a �rm foundation for further study of
language and linguistics. Careers leading from this A level could include editing or speech and
language therapy. English Language could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds
transferable communication skills.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Students studying English Language will develop their ability to interpret a range of types of
literature and bring together information to develop their own repsonse. They will be challenged
to communicate e�ectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately in their writing. They will
also develop the interdependent skills of reading, analysis and research.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students must have taken IGCSE First Language English or equivalent to study this course.

Course Overview

English Language provides students with opportunities to make critical and informed responses
to a wide range of texts. Students will also demonstrate their ability to produce writing to speci�c
briefs and for given audiences. By studying this course students will  develop a strong foundation
in the study of linguistics, focusing on language change, child language acquisition, spoken
language, English in the world, and language and the self.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will sit two written examinations each making up 50% of their �nal mark.
The �rst paper focuses on reading skills and the second paper focuses on writing. In Year 13
students will sit a further two written examinations each making up 50% of their �nal mark. The
�rst paper focuses on Language Analysis and the second on Language Topics.
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English Literature (Cambridge 9695)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who enjoy reading various types of literature and
exploring the meaning behind an author’s words. Careers leading from this A Level could
include publishing or journalism. English Literature could also support many di�erent pathways
as it builds transferable communication skills.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Students studying English Literature will develop their ability to interpret a range of types of
literature and bring together information to develop their own repsonse. They will be challenged
to communicate e�ectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately in their writing. They will
also develop the interdependent skills of reading, analysis and research.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students must have taken IGCSE First Language English or equivalent to study this course.

Course Overview

This course will provide students with the opportunity to gain further knowledge and
understanding of international poetry, prose and drama. Throughout the course students will be
encouraged to practise their skills in close reading through the study of literary extracts and
unseen texts; developing skills of analysis and interpretation of texts, alongside their expression of
personal response to the texts studied. Students will explore the conventions of genres of texts
and the contexts in which works have been written, read and received. In Year 13 students will
further develop their subject knowledge through the evaluation of opinions and ideas, both their
own and those of others.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will sit two written examination papers each making up 50% of their �nal
mark. The �rst paper assesses Drama and Poetry, the second Prose and an unseen text. In Year 13
students will sit a further two written examination papers also each making up 50% of their �nal
mark. The �rst paper assesses Shakespeare and Drama and the second Pre- and Post-1900 Poetry
and Prose.



18

Geography (Edexcel YGE01)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who are keen to understand the forces that in�uence the
behaviour of individuals, societies and nations. Geography is a social science where students will
examine human and natural systems and the ways that they interact. Rooted in scienti�c
methods of enquiry A level Geography compliments the skills learned in the Natural Sciences
whilst also incorporating the skills of evidence analysis and discussion used in the production of
essays. Careers leading from this A level could include environmental science or geology.
Geography could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as data
analysis.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Geography students learn to gather, synthesise and analyse real world data and present their
�ndings in various forms. The ability to assess real situations against theories and then make
reasoned conclusions and predictions prepares students for their future. The course will also
contain compulsory urban and physical geography �eldwork trips allowing students to develop
their planning, communication and teamwork.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Geography would be an advantage.

Course Overview

In Year 12 students will study hazards such as earthquakes and volcanoes in the �rst unit, the
world at risk. They will then examine the process of globalisation in the second unit, going
global. In unit 3 students will also study the interaction between human and physical in�uences
in crowded coasts and the development of urban areas, including our own, in the �nal unit
urban problems, planning and regeneration. In Year 13 students will study the atmosphere,
biodiversity, energy security and the superpowers before following a course on geographical
research.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will sit two written examination papers. One will assess the topics in the theme
of global challenges topic and makes up 60% of students’ �nal mark. The second will assess the on
the topics related to geographical investigations and makes up 40% of the �nal mark, this
assessment includes answering a question on a �eldwork investigation. In Year 13 students will also
sit two written examination papers. One will assess the contested planet topic and makes up 60% of
students’ �nal mark. The second paper assesses students on their choice of geographical research
topic and makes up 40% of their �nal mark.



19

History (Edexcel YHI01)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for anyone who enjoys learning about how past events have shaped our
world today. The course focuses on evaluating historical interpretations of the past and critically
evaluating them. Students will be required to problem solve and analyse the meaning behind
historical sources. Students who enjoy reading and engage in discussions are well suited to this
course. Careers leading from this A level could include law or journalism. History could also
support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as evaluating evidence.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

This course is an excellent way for students to develop highly sought after skills. These include
being able to e�ectively communicate complex ideas, the ability to research, analyse and evaluate
information, both orally and in writing, and the capacity to make substantiated judgements, all
whilst developing independent work skills.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE History would be an advantage.

Course Overview

In Year 12 students will focus on two units. The �rst challenges students to learn about a period
of history of one country in depth and make judgments about historical interpretations of
events. For this unit students will learn about Germany between 1918-1945. The second unit
requires students to look in more breadth, for this unit students will learn about Russia between
1917-1991. In Year 13 Students will study another unit looking into civil rights and race relations
in the USA 1865-2009 and the historical and social themes associated with it. Finally in the last
unit students will explore more elements of international history by learning about the Cold War
and the Hot War in Asia between 1945-1990.

Assessment Overview

In both Year 12 and Year 13 Students will sit one two written examinations, one for each unit of
study. Each examination will contribute to 50% of their �nal grade in that year.
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Mathematics (Edexcel YMA01)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who enjoy solving problems and who are analytically
minded. To succeed in this subject students need an enthusiasm for problem-solving, a
willingness to try a variety of approaches and the tenacity to keep going in the hunt for possible
solutions to awkward problems. Students will also need to be disciplined in showing how they
arrive at the problem's answer. Careers leading from this A level could include �nancial services
or accountancy. Mathematics could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable
skills such as problem solving.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

In this course students will build skills that allow them to model real-life situations in
mathematical terms, understand how models are re�ned and identify limitations within this
process. Students will build their data handling and problem solving skills throughout the
course. Students will also be expected to use technology where appropriate; for example, the use
of spreadsheets and graphical calculators to support statistical analysis therefore developing their
technical skills.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Mathematics must have completed the IGCSE Maths or
equivalent and achieved a grade 6 or above.

Course Overview

A- Level Mathematics gives students the opportunity to study topics such as geometry, calculus
and trigonometry (pure mathematics) and to use these ideas within the 'applied' topics such as
mechanics and statistics. Mechanics is strongly linked to physics and builds on ideas of motion
and forces to work out how and why objects move. Statistics allows us to make sense of the
complex and variable world around us via analytical methods in order to draw reliable
conclusions from 'sets' of information.

Assessment Overview

A Level Mathematics is a modular course with module options in Pure Maths, Mechanics,
Statistics and Decision Maths. Each module is assessed by a written examination. In each year of
the course students will sit two Pure Maths examinations and one applied maths option, each
examination is worth 33% of their �nal mark.
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Further Mathematics (Edexcel YFM01)

Who is this course suitable for?

Further Mathematics is an excellent course for strong mathematicians, who are willing and
determined to work hard. If you are considering Further Mathematics, a real enthusiasm and
aptitude for mathematics is essential. As with Mathematics careers leading from this subject
could include any areas involving data handling such as engineering or meteorology. Further
Mathematics could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as
problem solving.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

In this course students will build skills that allow them to model real-life situations in
mathematical terms, understand how models are re�ned and identify limitations within this
process. Students will build their data handling and problem solving skills throughout the
course. Students will also be expected to use technology where appropriate; for example, the use
of spreadsheets and graphical calculators to support statistical analysis therefore developing their
technical skills.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

Students taking A Level Further Mathematics are expected to be also taking A Level
Mathematics and these subjects will run in parallel. A grade 9 or 8 at IGCSE would be advisable
for students considering taking Further Mathematics A Level.

Course Overview

Further Maths A Level consists of six modules of which there are two compulsory Further Pure
mathematics modules. The remaining four modules can be made up of a combination of Pure,
Statistics, Mechanics or Decision maths. Students will receive guidance from your teachers when
making their module choices.

Assessment Overview

A Level Further Mathematics is a modular course with module options in Pure Maths,
Mechanics, Statistics and Decision Maths. Each module is assessed by a written examination. In
each year of the course students will sit one Further Pure Maths examination and two applied
maths options, each examination is worth 33% of their �nal mark.
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Media Studies (Cambridge 9607)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for any student who has an interest in how the media shapes and
informs our lives. This includes students with an interest in �lm, music, radio and podcasts and
video games. Careers leading from this A level could include �lm production and digital
journalism. Media Studies could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable
communication skills.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Students will develop critical understanding of international media through engagement with
media products, media concepts and the creative application of practical skills. They will also
build their research skills and experience applying them in a creative context.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None

Course overview

Students of Media Studies will develop an appreciation of the media and its role in their daily
lives. Throughout the course they will explore how pieces in the media are produced by
considering production processes, technologies and contexts. Students will also consider the
impact of the media within a variety of cultures and how this in�uences social values.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will work on one piece of coursework and sit one written examination. The
coursework portfolio will require students to plan and develop a media product and then creatively
re�ect on the process, this will contribute 50% of their �nal marks. The written examination will be
on the topic of media texts and contexts and make up the other 50% of students’ �nal mark. In Year
13 students will need to develop an advanced portfolio with a campaign of media works for their
coursework which is worth 50% of their �nal mark. Their written examination will focus on critical
perspectives to media debates and ecology and make up the other 50% of their mark.
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Music (Edexcel - 9MU0)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who are passionate about music and want to understand
more of the theory behind it’s composition. This subject has a large practical element requiring
students to specialise in one area and so it also suits students who enjoy taking a hands-on
approach to their learning. Careers leading from this A level could include music production or
music therapy. Music could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills
such as communication and interpretation.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Music, like other creative arts, provides a host of transferable skills such as data analysis,
teamwork and communication, time management and performance reviews that are immensely
useful when exploring pathways into University and beyond. The development of musical skills
also helps to sharpen memory, instil discipline, and improve mental health

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Music must have completed IGCSE Music or equivalent
and achieved a grade 4 or above. It is strongly recommended that candidates possess at least a
Grade 5 or 6 (ABRSM or equivalent) in their �rst instrument. Students who have not studied
IGCSE Music will sit an audition and have their applications carefully considered.

Course Overview

The topics in Music  are divided into six speci�c areas of study: vocal music, instrumental music,
music for �lm, popular music & jazz, fusions and new directions. Each area of study will feature
two set works each, with the exception of popular music & jazz which consists of three set works,
bringing together a total of thirteen di�erent set works.  Music at A Level will support students
in forming personal and meaningful relationships with music through the development of
musical knowledge, understanding and skills, including performing, composing and appraising.
Students will be encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of music and
musical contexts, develop an understanding of the place of music in di�erent cultures and
contexts, and re�ect on how music is used in the expression of personal and collective identities.

Assessment Overview

Each year students will be assessed on the three components of the course. Performing requires
students to publicly perform their chosen skill  and is worth 30% of students’ �nal mark.
Composition requires students to compose two pieces and is also worth 30% of their �nal mark.
The remaining 40% of their mark comes from a written examination appraising musical work.
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Performing Arts: Acting (BTEC International Level 3 Subsidiary
Diploma)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who are interested in acting and performance. With no
examinations and a practical focus this course is suited for students who prefer a hands-on
approach to their learning. Careers that could follow from this course could include
entertainment performer or coreographer. Performing Arts could also support many di�erent
pathways as it builds transferable skills such as communication and interpretation.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

This is a great course for developing con�dence, public speaking, teamwork and problem solving
skills. Students will learn how to bring scripts to life on stage as well as devise their own creative
work.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None

Course Overview

The course is divided into two modules. Acting skills development allows students to explore

performance styles, creating performance material and performing for an audience. The second

module, global performing arts industry, focuses on supporting students to plan a career in the

performance industry

Assessment Overview

Each year students will be assessed on their responses to three practical industry-style briefs
which are completed as coursework. Students are challenged to work on a set of interconnected
tasks related to a de�ned vocational theme. Students will be required to use a broad range of
planning, collaborative skills, practical exploration, creative thinking, industry knowledge and
technical skills to develop performance material to achieve the requirements of the brief.
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Physics (Edexcel XPH11 and YPH11)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who want to know the how and why of how the world
work. Physics is a fascinating subject which quite simply, yet incredibly complexly, seeks to
explain and understand the behaviour of our universe and the physical systems in it. This is a
course for students who are dedicated to solving problems with a genuine curiosity about the
universe we live in. Careers that could follow from this A level could include engineering and
astronomy. Physics could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills
such as data analysis.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

In addition to growing a deep subject knowledge, the course will nurture higher order thinking
skills which will produce a critical, analytical and problem solving student. Throughout the
course students will build their understanding of scienti�c method and the associated toolkit
which includes data collection, data handling and communication of �ndings.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

All students wishing to study A Level Physics must have completed the IGCSE Physics or
IGCSE Sciences (Double Award) course or equivalent and achieved a grade 4 or above.

Course Overview

Physics as a subject is often mind-blowing and always evolving. At A level students will learn a
range of theoretical concepts and consider how they can be applied to real-life applications such
as the mechanics of sport, communication technology and carbon dating. In Year 12  students
will study two units mechanics and materials and waves and electricity.  In Year 13 students will
study a further two units further mechanics, �elds and particles and thermodynamics, radiation,
oscillations and astrophysics. In both years of the course practical and data handling skills will be
developed throughout each unit.

Assessment Overview

Each year students are assessed using three examination papers. Two are written papers which
directly assess students’ understanding of the A level topics. Together these papers are worth 80%
of the �nal mark. Students will also sit a written examination focussing on practical skills. It
assesses students’ understanding of experimental procedures and techniques developed over the
year and is worth 20% of the �nal mark.
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Psychology (OxfordAQA 9687)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for anyone with an interest in understanding the di�erent factors that
in�uence human behaviour and how we respond to the world around us. The course is especially
relevant to students interested in sciences and applying their knowledge to the world around
them. Careers leading from this A level could include counselling or child psychology.
Psychology could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as
empathy and evaluating information.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

The insight students gain from studying a Psychology A Level can help them to better
understand the people around them. As a result, this helps students to become more
compassionate and gain real-life skills to apply in everyday situations. Psychology also develops
students’ understanding of experimental science and the skills needed in carrying out and
evaluating research. Psychology promotes critical thinking and problem solving as well
enhancing the students communication skills.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although due to the inter-disciplinary nature of the course a Grade 6 at IGCSE or
equivalent in English, Maths and Science would be recommended.

Course Overview

In Year 12 students will study a range of topics including memory, social psychology and
cognitive development. Throughout the year they will also learn more about research methods
used in Psychology and apply these to their own investigations. In Year 13 students will study
advanced topics, such as the psychology of sleep, and further develop their research methods.
Students will also explore issues and debates in psychology and applied psychology.

Assessment Overview

In both Year 12 and Year 13 Students will sit one two written examinations covering all the topics
taught.  Each examination will contribute to 50% of their �nal grade in that year.
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Sport and Physical Education (Cambridge 8386)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for students who are interested in the Science behind sports, the
human body and performance in sport. Since it has a large coursework component this course is
also recommended for students who enjoy practical and collaborative learning. Careers leading
from this A Level could include sports rehabilitation and physiotherapy. Sport and PE could also
support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as teamwork and educates
students on developing and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

As part of this course students will need to evaluate and think critically about theoretical
concepts underpinning skill development in sport. They will build their ability to make balanced
and informed decisions by considering di�erent forms of evidence. Students will also develop
their teamwork, leadership and communication skills as they work on coaching others to follow
their strategies.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although achieving a 4 or equivalent in IGCSE Biology and previously studying IGCSE
PE would be an advantage.

Course Overview

Throughout the course students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the theories
which underpin performance in physical activity and sport. Students will study topics including
joints, movements and muscles, biomechanics, the cardiovascular system, the respiratory system,
commercialisation and the media and the use of technology. Students will also consider the
sociocultural in�uences a�ecting trends in participation and elite performance in sport.

Assessment Overview

Each year will include assessments of both theory and coursework. Component 1 consists of a
structured examination paper worth 50% of the �nal mark. Component 2 consists of a
coursework assessment. Students will develop their coursework around a choice of two physical
activities including basketball, table tennis and cross-country running. This is also worth 50% of
the �nal mark.



28

Travel and Tourism (CIE 9395)

Who is this course suitable for?

This is an excellent course for anyone interested in the real world issues and processes involved in
the ever-evolving and important world of travel. Students will develop their awareness of what is
going on behind the scenes of the tourism industry. It is well suited for students who can write
well, have an interest in the tourism industry, hospitality and the business side of the industry.
Careers leading from this A level could include tour manager and tourism marketing. Travel and
Tourism could also support many di�erent pathways as it builds transferable skills such as critical
thinking.

Which skills will be developed by taking this course?

Students will develop their critical thinking and analysis throughout the course by exploring
various types of tourism and how international relations, business and social changes continue to
change the world of travel. For the coursework component of the course students will work as a
team and be required to act as both leaders and team members developing their social,
organisational and presentational skills. Throughout the course there will be elements of report
based writing and maths, supporting the development of these skills in an applied context.

What are the prerequisites (if any) for the course?

None, although previously studying IGCSE Business Studies or equivalent would be an
advantage.

Course Overview

In Year 12 students will study a range of topics including the changing nature of travel and
tourism, travel and tourism destinations, trends in travel and tourism and customer service in
travel and tourism. Students will also work as a group to plan and manage a travel and tourism
event. In Year 13 students will focus on destination marketing, development and management.

Assessment Overview

In Year 12 students will sit one written examination covering the theoretical topics they have
learnt about which makes up 50% of their �nal marks. The reminder of the marks will come
from an individual presentation of their group coursework project. In Year 13 students will sit
two written examinations, one on destination marketing and the other on destination
development and management, each contributing 50% to their �nal mark.
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CHOOSING A-LEVEL SUBJECTS

Choosing A Level subjects is critical for students' progression to University as many University
courses require speci�c A Level results. Some students may have a clear University course or career
goal in mind, for example studying Medicine or Engineering. Students that do have a clear pathway
should research university course requirements and discuss their choices with their House Tutor
and University Guidance Counsellors. This will enable them to ensure they are studying the
necessary subjects for admission to their course.

However many students may not yet have a clear idea of the exact University course they wish to
study in the future or may only have one or two required subjects meaning they have a free choice
for their others. For these students, we would encourage them to keep their options open and make
A Level choices which will give them a range of possible University pathways in the future so they
have the freedom to pursue any of the interests they will develop during Sixth Form.

Many A Level courses o�ered at DBS are considered facilitating subjects and can support students’
applications to a wide variety of University courses. For example, Mathematics could help students
become engineers, architects, journalists or business leaders depending on the other subjects they
choose to combine with it.

When making a subject choice, students should consider which subjects they enjoy the most as they
will be committing a lot of time to each A Level subject. In addition, students should be looking to
choose subjects where they have the best chance of achieving high grades. Several A Level subjects
follow on from IGCSE and how students have performed on related IGCSE courses gives a good
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indication of how they will do at A Level. A Levels provide the foundation for students’ lives
beyond DBS and it is very important they re�ect on their own strengths and use this to inform
their choices, choosing a course based on their friends or teachers is not recommended.

We would strongly encourage students to speak to the relevant Head of Department about their
subjects before selecting them, in particular for subjects such as Psychology, which are new to them.
Students should also spend some time researching their pathways on Unifrog and looking at
University websites to get a feel for the huge range of undergraduate courses available to them and
the requirements they have.
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KEY CONTACTS

Should you require any additional information, then please contact one of our members of sta�
below.

Role Sta� Member Contact email address

Deputy Head Simon Fowler fowler.s@dbsbangkok.ac.th

Head of Senior School Richard Downs downs.r@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (Thailand)

Nicholas Sayers sayers.n@dbsbangkok.ac.th

University Guidance
Counsellor (International)

Holly Murray murray.h@dbsbangkok.ac.th
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